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African Missionary's Wife 
By Violet Ursula Fraser 
Ephesians 6: 18-20 


AVE you forgotten her, 
Preaching the Word, 
Far in a land where 
Christ’s name was not heard; 


Nursing the sick ones, 
Helping the old, 
Gathering the black lambs 
Into His fold; 
Guarding the helpless, 
Guiding the lost 
To Him who saved them, 
At infinite cost; 
Heaping up treasure 
For days yet to be, 
Jewels for Jesus 
In lands o’er the sea; 
Cheering, encouraging 
Loved ones each day; 
Not a career girl; 
Unknown, little pay? 
Toilsome and sad, you say? 
Yes, sometimes she grieves, 
But one day, rejoicing, 
She’ll come bringing sheaves 


Written after seeing Mr. Russell’s les- 
son cartoon in the Times, August 21, 1948, 


The Far-Away Look 


Spiritual nearsightedness afflicts 
many Christians. It comes from too 
much “close work,” that is, from focus- 
ing the gaze too much on our own hearts 
and the things and people that are right 
around us. The Apostle Peter gives a 
list of seven things that believers should 
add to their faith. “And beside this, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to 
knowledge temperance; and to temper- 
ance patience; and to patience godliness; 
and to godliness brotherly kindness; and 
to brotherly kindness charity. . . , But 
he that lacketh these things is blind, 


and cannot see afar off, and hath for- 


gotten that he was purged from his old 
sins” (2 Pet. 1:5-9). If we are not dili- 
gent in cultivating these very important 
qualities of a consecrated and fruitful 
Christian life, we become shortsighted 


The Last Years of 


Israel, God said to Abraham, the 
“And I will 
bless them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed” 


A T THE beginning of the history of 


father of the nation, 


(Gen. 12:3). During the last ten years 
history has unfolded before our eyes a 
tremendous fulfillment, in the case of 
the German nation, of the middle clause 
of this promise, “and curse him that 
curseth thee.” 

Eleven years ago Dr. E. J. Pace drew 
a cartoon that emphasized German 
hatred of the Jews. (First published 
in the Trmes, Sept. 24, 1938, it is now 
reproduced on the next page.) Dr, Pace 
quoted some blasphemous words spoken 
by Julius Streicher, the anti-Semitic 
leader, as he addressed 25,000 Germans 
who had gathered on a sacred mountain 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For the Lord will go before 
you; and the God of Israel will be 
your rereward” (Isa. 52:12b). 

















and lose our vision of heavenly things. 
We have neglected the admonition to 
set our “affection on things above, not 
on things on the earth” (Col, 3:2). It 
is only the eyes that are unclouded by 
intemperance, impatience, unkindness, 
and lack of love that are able to “see 
the king in his beauty . .. behold the 
land that is very far off” (Isa, 33:17) 
The Lord Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God” 
(Matt. 5:8). But if anyone is suffering 
from spiritual myopia, let him ask God 
to show him anything that may be hin- 
dering his clear vision, and then let him 
try the far-away look, on heavenly 
things and on the One who is altogether 
lovely. Here is a prescription that costs 
no money and which any believer may 
have. The directions for applying it are 
found in Hebrews 12:2: “Looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith.” 


& 


a Jew-Hater's Life 


of the Nazis to celebrate the Teutonic 
Festival of the Summer Solstice. He 
declared: “When we look into the flames 
of this holy fire and throw our sins into 
them, we can descend from this sacred 
mountain with our souls clean. We have 
become our own priests.” 

What became of Streicher after this 
climax of iniquity? Wicked men are 
not always overtaken by the conse- 
quences of their sins in this world, but 
in this case we can read the record. The 
following terse, factual account of 
Streicher’s downfall is reproduced, by 
permission, as it has been culled from 
the bound volumes of Facts on File for 
the years 1945-1948: 1 


Streicher Arrested. Julius Streicher, 
No. 1 Nazi Jew-baiter, is captured while 
hiding in the Bavarian hills near Berch- 
tesgaden by Major Henry Plitt, a New 
York Jew.—May 23, 1945. 


Nazis See Horror Films. Mondorf, Lux- 
embourg, dispatches report the reactions 
of variou¢ high Nazis, including Goering, 
Ribbentrop, Kesselring, Streicher and 


1Facts on File, the Weekly Indexed News 
Digest, 516 Fifth Ave., New York 18. 
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Frank, to films of the Buchenwald hor- 
ror camp shown in the Palace Hotel, 
where they are interned.—July 22, 1945. 


24 Nazis Indicted. A list of 24 German 
leaders indicted as major war criminals 
by the international committee of chief 
prosecutors who will try them before 
a special court in Nuremberg, Germany, 
is announced in London. Those named 
... Julius Streicher . . —August 29, 1945. 


Nuremberg — Trial Begins. The great- 
est international trial in- history begins 
before the International War Crimes 
Tribunal with the reading of the indict- 
ments against 20 Nazi war leaders, Prin- 
cipal figures: [Then follow names of 
judges, chief prosecutors, and defend- 
ants, among whom is “Julius Streicher, 
leading anti-Semitic editor”].—Novem- 
ber 20, 1945. 


Nuremberg — Gas Use Planned. Evi- 
dence introduced at the war-crimes trial 
shows that the Germans intended to use 
poison gas against Czechoslovakia in 1938 
and then justify it by announcing that 
the Czechs used it first. The Munich 
pact prevented the action. Other evi- 
dence shows that Mussolini participated 
in the plot against Czechoslovakia, that, 
Hitler invited Hungary to share in the 
spoils and that Konrad Henlein, the 
Sudeten German leader, had been on 
Hitler’s payroll since 1933. 

It is revealed that Schacht scored 143 
on an I.Q. test, Seyss-Inquart 141, Goer- 
ing and Doenitz 138, and Streicher 106, 
bottom of the list. Hess was average.— 
December 3, 1945. 


Nuremberg —3 More Cases Ended. 
The evidence against Dr. MHjalmar 
Schacht, Hans Frank and_ Julius 


Streicher is summarized at the war- 
crimes trial. Frank’s diary is quoted 
in which he wrote: “Once we have won 
the war, then for all I care mince meat 
can be made of the Poles and Ukrainians 
and all the others around here [in Po- 
land).”"—January 10, 1946. 


Nuremberg — Streicher Collapses. Jul- 
ius Streicher collapses from a heart at- 


“NEITHER IN THIS MOUNTAIN --- SHALL YE WORSHIP THE FATHER" 
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tack at the war-crimes trial and is con- 
fined to his bed in his cell. Rudolf Hess 
asks permission to conduct his own de- 
fense.—January 23, 1946. 


Nuremberg War Trial. Mystery Wit- 
ness. After implicating most of the Nazi 
defendants in three days of testimony, 
Hans Bernd Gisevius, described as a for- 
mer Gestapo agent, admits under defense 
questioning that he was in contact with 
the U.S. Office of Strategic Services in 
Switzerland and Germany since 1943. 


Streicher Complains. Jew-baiter Julius 
Streicher complains that he was mis- 
treated by U.S. troops and calls Gisevius 
a “traitor.”.—April 26, 1946, 


Streicher Testifies. Jew-baiter Julius 
Streicher testifies that he did not learn 
of the mass killings of Jews until after 
the war and asserts that his speeches 
and writings could not have incited such 
killings.—April 29, 1946. 


Trial Ends. The 21 defendants make 
their final pleas as the 9-month trial 
ends. The Intl. Military Tribunal an- 
nounces that it will hand down a verdict 
Sept. 23. 


Pleas. All defendants protest their in- 
nocence and their ignorance of Nazi 
atrocities, with the exception of Hans 
Frank, former Gauleiter of Poland, who 
admits his guilt... . , 

Joachim von Ribbentrop accuses Rus- 
sia of having engaged in aggression, and 
Julius Streicher insists that as a “Zion- 
ist” he hoped to help the Jews by find- 
ing them a national home.—August 31, 
1946. 


Sentences. The Intl. Military Tribunal 
finds 19 of the 22 Nazi defendants in the 
Nuremberg war-crimes trial guilty and 
sentences 12 to death by hanging, 7 to 
prison terms and acquits 3. The 4-count 
charges were conspiracy to wage aggres- 
sive war, crimes against the peace, 
crimes violating the laws of war and 
crimes against humanity. . . . The ver- 
dict: Death by Hanging Julius 
Streicher, 61, No. 1 Jew-baiter in Hit- 
ler’s Germany, editor of the Anti-Jewish 
newspaper Der Stuermer.—October 1, 


1946, 


Nuremberg Aftermath. Pleas Rejected. 
The Allied Control Council in Berlin re- 
jects appeals for clemency from 16 of the 
19 convicted Nazis and orders the 11 
condemned men to hang by Oct. 16.— 
October 10, 1946. 


Justice at Nuremberg. Death Scene. 
Only 2 of the 3 gallows erected in the 
gymnasium were used by U.S. army 
hangman M/Segt. John C. Woods, of San 
Antonio, Tex., who had previously exe- 
cuted 313 men. Witnesses included 4 
allied generals, Bavarian Minister-Presi- 
dent Dr. Wilhelm Hoegner and Nurem- 
berg Chief Prosecutor Dr. Jacob F, Leist- 


(Continued on page 1185) 


Notes on Open Letters 
A Modern False Christ 


I was quite amused a few days ago 
to see the inclosed clipping where 
a certain person claims to be the Mes. 
siah. And that he is the same body 
and spirit that walked the world 1,900 
years ago and was known as Jesus 
Christ. He, of course, couldn’t show 
the nail print in his hands. I don't 
suppose anyone thought to ask him to 
show his hands. We would like to 
see your comment in the Times. Jesus 
said there would be false christs, and 
that we were not to go to see them. 


I enjoy THe Sunpay ScHoo. Tres. 

We are looking for the coming of the 

Lord; but in the skies, the Rapture. | 

am 72 years of age and in church and 

Sunday school work since a boy of 17. 

when I received the joy of the new 

birth—A North Dakota reader. 

The two clippings from a North Da- 
kota paper contain an article, illustrated 
by a photograph, and a large advertise- 
ment, also illustrated. They describe a 
man named Krishna Venta, his wife 
Ruth, and their helper, “Brother Paul,” 
“whose adherence,” says the caption 
writer with a touch of sarcasm, “to the 
modern conveniences of a wrist watch 
and brief case offset his pastoral garb.” 
The three are clothed in long flowing 
robes, and the two men are barefoot and 
wear beards. Krishna Venta describes 
himself as “Messiah,” “The Healer,” and 
claims 80,000 “sympathizers” in the 
United States. He was scheduled to hold 
meetings in the city auditorium of Bis- 
marck on September 16 and 17. He in- 
vites all to come “who are heavy laden,” 
and adds in small, type at the bottom of 
the advertisement, “We are obliged to 
ask for a $1.00 donation to cover local 
expenses.” 

The newspaper writer’s skepticism and 
sense of humor appear several times. 
He describes Brother Paul as a “stocky 
ex-GI who got the ‘word’ after a rip- 
snorting post-Army career.” Venta 
claims that he is looking for “the most 
righteous one in the world,” but Paul 
says, “What we are really looking for 


(Continued on page 1185) 





Coming Next Week 


OES it really matter what you 

believe —if you are sincere? 
Some would have us think that, 
in the spiritual realm, sincerity is 
all that matters. The absurdity of 
risking one’s life—spiritual or 
physical—on mere sincerity is 
pointed out in the leading editorial 
in next week’s SunpAy ScHOOL 
Tmes. It is called significantly, 
“Toadstools and Mushrooms.” 

Dr. Oswald Smith will conclude, 
next week, his challenging series, 
“Why Has the Church Failed To 
Evangelize the World?” 
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|. Why Has the Church Failed To Evangelize the World? 


Would any one of the reasons given in this article 


fit your own church? 


HEN Jesus was speaking to His 

W disciples at Jacob’s -well, as re- 

corded in John’s Gospel, chapter 
four, verse thirty-five, He said this: 
“Say not ye, There are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest? behold, I say 
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest.” My heart burns within me 
whenever I read those words. How true 
they are even today! 

Nearly two thousand years have now 
gone by since Jesus Christ told us to 
evangelize the world, and today there 
are still more than a thousand tribes 
without the Gospel, while multiplied 
millions in countries like China and In- 
dia— yellow, black, and brown — have 
never once heard of Christ. At least 
sixty-five per cent of earth’s two billion, 
two hundred and fifty million inhabi- 
tants are still unevangelized. 

God’s commands are always accom- 
panied by His enablements. We could 
have done it. He would not have mocked 
us by asking us to do the impossible. 
“The gospel must first be published,” 
He said, “among all nations” (Mark 
18:10). Why, then, has it not been done? 

First: Because we have failed to realize 
the urgency of the task. 

“This generation can only reach this 
generation.” This generation cannot 
reach the last generation because the 
heathen of the last generation are all 
dead and gone. The Christians of the 
last generation were responsible for the 
heathen of the last generation. This 
generation cannot reach the next gen- 
eration because when the heathen of 
the next generation will have been born, 
the Christians of this generation will 
have died. The only generation that 
we can reach is our own generation, and 
unless we evangelize this generation it 
will never be evangelized. 


Not a Gradual Process 

Do you know that the world can never 
be evangelized gradually? It must be 
accomplished within the limits of a sin- 
gle generation. Heathen babes are be- 
ing born into heathen homes so fast 
that we can never hope to overtake the 
task. The heathen are multiplying ever 
so much faster than the Christians. How 
then can we ever expect even to begin 
to evangelize the world unless we do it 
within the lifetime of a single gener- 
ation? 

In our Canadian Northwest we have 
great harvest fields. Every autumn spe- 
cial trains, loaded with harvesters, are 
rushed to these fields. Why the hurry? 
Why not take our time? Why not do 
it later? Why must it be done now? 





By OSWALD J. SMITH, Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


On the letterhead of the People’s 
Church in Toronto, of which Dr. 
Smith is the pastor, is the challenging 
question, “Why should anyone hear 
the Gospel twice before everyone 
has heard it once?” Dr. Smith 
wanted to be a missionary himself, 
but the way was blocked again and 
again, but probably his influence for 
foreign missions has been greater 
than if he had lived and worked in 
only one field. The People’s Church, 
which seats 2,000, makes large con- 
tributions to missions every year, and 
Dr. Smith has been instrumental in 
sending scores, perhaps hundreds, out 
to the Gospel battlefronts throughout 
the world. 








Because it is now or never. The har- 
vest will not wait. There may be an- 
other; but this harvest will be lost, 








To All the World 
By J. C. Macaulay 


O ALL the world! the love of God, 
In saving passion flowing, 
Sent forth His Son to bear the rod, 
Eternal life bestowing; 
Not only to the favored race, 
And such as boast superior place, 
But unto all who seek His face, 
His great salvation showing. 


“To all the world!” our Lord decreed, 
His messengers commanding; 

To every clime this Gospel speed, 
Your witness still expanding, 

Till earth re-echo with the sound, 

And everywhere My grace abound; 

Nor fear, though foes beset you round, 
Your onward march withstanding. 


To all the world! Still rings the call 
From men in darkness lying, 

Fast bound in Satan’s baneful thrall, 
In sin and anguish dying: 

No respite from their haunting fears, 

No drying of their bitter tears, 

Till Christ’s ambassador appears, 
The hosts of hell defying. 


To all the world! O Jesus Lord, 
While here before Thee bending, 
Strike in my heart love’s master chord 
All low desires transcending — 
Love for Thyself who gavest all, 
Love, to obey Thy dearest call, 
Love, to redeem from sin’s dark pall; 
Send me, whilst Thou art sending! 


To all the world ! O word of love divine! 
To all the world ! This is Thy blest design; 
To all the world ! And lo, the task is 
mine 
Send me! Send me! 


and lost forever. It must be garnered 
within the limits’ of a single harvest 
season or it will perish; hence the haste. 
So it is with the Lord’s harvest. We 
may reach a future generation; but this 
generation will be lost and will perish 
unevangelized; hence, the urgency. 

Can it be done? Is it possible to 
evangelize the entire world within the 
limits of a single generation? It has 
taken nearly two thousand years to do 
what has been done already, and the 
task is not yet completed. Will it then 
take another two thousand years to 
evangelize the remaining unevangelized 
sections of the world? I do not believe 
so. With our speeding-up methods of 
evangelization, it can be done in this 
generation. With our modern inven- 
tions, it is possible. 

Today we are using radio broadcasting 
stations, and we are placing them in 
strategic centers throughout the world. 
Over these stations we shall be able to 
broadcast the Gospel in the languages 
of the people to multiplied thousands, 
and reach more in a single hour than 
we formerly could in years. 


Accelerating the Spreading of the Gospel 

We have public address systems. I 
think of a missionary in North Africa 
who placed a loud speaker on top of 
his roof garden and from it broadcast 
the Gospel to the whole town. Person- 
ally, he never could have penetrated be- 
hind the closed doors where the Moham- 
medan women were kept in confinement; 
nor could he have compelled the Moslem 
men to listen; but his message from the 
roof top pierced the walls and doors of 
all the houses and reached everywhere 
in the entire town. That method will 
evangelize anywhere, and thus speed up 
the getting out of the Gospel. 

We are using transcriptions today, 
thousands of them. They are made by 
the natives themselves, and, even though 
the language has never been reduced to 
writing and the missionary does not 
know a word of it, these transcriptions 
can be played in the most remote vil- 
lages, and hundreds of eager listeners 
will crowd around to hear the singing 
and the messages in their own native 
tongue. The record says the same thing 
over and over again until the people 
know it by memory. They cannot argue 
with it. All they can do is to hear it and 
then accept or reject the message. 

Airplanes are being used today, and 
in many mountainous districts where it 
used to take the missionary six weeks 
to reach his field of service, it now 
takes him two hours, and when he ar- 
rives he is fresh and ready for work. 
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The long, tiresome trip through forests, 
mountains, and valleys is a thing of the 
past on many fields. He can travel from 
the homeland to the foreign field in a 
few hours and arrive ready for work. 
If he is sick, he can be brought home 
quickly for an emergency operation. 
Airplanes are solving many of the prob- 
lerns of the missionary. 

I am looking forward to the time when 
small rooms, which can be air-cooled. 
will be built and shipped to the mission 
fields of the tropics, so that the mission- 
aries can have a place in which to stu: 
and sleep and thus escape the excessive 
heat. Such a room would add tre- 
mendously to the health and usefulness 
of the missionary. 

With all these methods for the getting 
out of the Gospel, it should be quite 
possible to complete the evangelization 
of the world within the limits of our 
own generation, even though there are 
still more than a thousand tribes to be 
evangelized. It is the urgency of the 
task that must move us to action. Had 
the Church realized just how urgent it 
is, the world would have been evangel- 
ized long, long ago. 

There is a dangerous heresy abroad 
tovay to the effect that world evangeliza- 
tion is not the task of the Church at all; 
that the Jews are to do it and the Church 
is to leave it for them after the Rapture. 
I know of no error that can do more to 
cut the nerve of missionary endeavor. 
Moreover, I know of no definite state- 
ment in the entire Bible that would lead 
me to believe that the Jews are to evan- 
gelize the world during the days of the 
Great Tribulation, as some people seem 
to think. Were I to believe that I would 
fold my arms and do nothing. 

Do you mean to say that after the 
Holy Spirit has gone —and we are told 
that He is to go when the Church goes 
—do you mean to say that the Jews can 
accomplish more in some seven years or 
less, without the help cf the Holy Spirit. 
than we have been able to accomplish 
in nearly two thousand years, with the 
Holy Spirit’s aid? Impossible! 

Furthermore, if nothing-is to be done 
until the Church has been raptured, then 
only that one generation, the genera- 
tion that will be living during the Tribu- 
lation, will ever be evangelized. Are you 
willing then that every other generation 
should perish? Have you no concern for 
your own generation? Are we going to 
allow this generation to be lost and be 
satisfied if the last generation only is 
evangelized? 

Even if you are right, still I am go- 
ing to do all I can, because the job has 
to be done some time. Everyone agrees 
on that. Well, then, the more I can do 
now the less the Jews will have to do 
then. But if you are wrong, what a 
tragedy! You will have failed to do 
your part to evangelize the world and 
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God will hold you responsible. I believe 
it must be done now. I cannot get away 
from the urgency of the task. 

Second: Because many church mem- 
bers have thought that their own re- 
ligions were good enough for them. 

People who should know better tell 
me that the heathen are better off as 
they are, that their own religions satisfy 
them and meet their need. Is that true? 
If so, then most certainly we should let 
them alone. But are they happy as they 
are? 

I am thinking now of that Mohamme- 
dan in Algeria who slashed his head 
again and again with a large knife, until 
the blood flowed freely, then took news- 
papers and plastered them on top of his 
head; finally taking out a match and 
striking it, he set fire to the papers, 
hair, and blood. Can you imagine the 
agony? Why the self-inflicted torture? 
Because of his religion. He was laying 
up merit in Heaven. Mohammedanism 
taught him to afflict himself, and he was 
doing it with a vengeance. Would you 
exchange places with him? Would you 
accept his Mohammedanism and give 
him your Christianity? Which religion 
would you prefer? Do you think Mo- 
hammedanism brought him peace and 
comfort and happiness; or the very op- 
posite? I leave you to answer. 

I am thinking of the Aborigines of 
Australia, when a baby is born. The 
witch doctor must find a victim some- 
where, so he seizes on the newborn in- 
fant, and in spite of the mother’s pro- 
tests and agonizing appeals, he fills its 
little mouth with sand until it chokes 
to death. Why does he do it? Because 
his pagan religion tells him. he must. 
The spirits have to be satisfied. Does 
such a religion make that mother happy? 
Does she enjoy seeing her little baby 
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murdered before her eyes? I think not. 
Yet you tell me that her religion js 
good enough for her. Would you ex. 
change places? Wculd you be willing to 
be that mother? Again, I leave you to 
answer. 

I am thinking of the Africans who al- 
ways kill their twin babies, believing 
them to be demon-possessed. If God 
should give you twins, would you be 
willing to have them murdered? Yoy 
would have to if you lived in Africa, for 
your religion would compel you to de- 
stroy them. 

I am thinking of the Hindu widows of 
India who, because of their religion have 
to lie down beside their husbands when 
they have died and allow themselves to 
be bound and burned alive. Thousands 
of them have gone into eternity scream- 
ing in agony, as they slowly burned to 
death. Would you exchange your re- 
ligion for theirs? Do you think it brings 
them any pleasure, any enjoyment? Yet 
you tell me to let them alone, that they 
are better off as they are. -What a cal- 
lous philosophy ! 

I am thinking, too, of the pagans in 
Africa, who, when a chief dies, throw 
his widows — thirty, sixty, or a hundred 
of them —into the grave with him and 
bury them alive. Is that a_pleasart 
prospect? Would you be satisfied with 
such a religion? 

Until you, my friend, are willing to 
accept these religions with their conse- 
quences, their abominable practices, fo~ 
yourself, you ought to be ashamed to 
Say that the heathen are better off as 


they are. Their religions are religions 
of fear. They know nothing of peace 
and love. They have no hope. Chris- 


tianity alone offers them life, abundant 
life, and that which satisfies the heart 


(To be continued) 


|. God May Call Your Child 


How home influence and early training may prepare 
the way for answering God's call to the mission field 


<4 Y MOTHER had fourteen chil- 
dren. That’s what you call an 
epidemic,” Herb Goertz explains. 

There are eight missionaries in the 
Goertz family. Isaac, the oldest, is in 
Mexico. Sam is in Africa, Annie in In- 
dia, Herb in Portugal, Rosie in South 
America, Otto in India. Edwin and 
Marian are still in Bible school, their 
lives dedicated for missions, but their 
fields undetermined as yet. 

How does it happen that eight children 
of the same family are scattered over 
the world as missionaries? It did not 
“happen.” Herb told me the story be- 


fore he left for Portugal. 

“We were reared by Christian par- 
ents who led us to the Lord. We lived 
Every 


on a farm in Saskatchewan. 


By CHARLOTTE E. ARNOLD 


morning and every night we had family 
devotions —a full hour. Many times all 
sixteen voices were heard in prayer.” De- 
votions were really a matter of devotion 
to God in that family, not a few hasty 
words tossed Heavenward. 

“My mother had a passion for souls. 
a burden for the whole world. She could 
not conceive of people dying without 
at least one chance to hear the Gospe’ 
story that had so transformed her ow 
life, 

“Isaac went to Bible school, and when 
he came home, he told the family that 
God had called him to Mexico. The 
next morning as I passed the barn on 
my way to milk the cows, I heard a 
voice, Mother’s voice, in the barn crying 
out to God. It was the same heart cry, 
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for all the world. But she was praying 
now that God would send all her chil- 
dren out to the ends of the earth with 
the message of salvation through Christ. 
This was a new thing to Mother, Isaac’s 
going, and it began to dawn on her con- 
sciousness that God was going to answer 
her prayer in part through her own 
family. Mother was in there on her 
knees praising God that one boy was 
going and praying for the rest of us 
to go. 

“An hour later, when I came back from 
milking the cows, I could hear her voice 
—still praying. It is not surprising to 
me that God is sending us out. God 
is answering the prayers of my mother. 
I am grateful to Him and to my godly 
parents that I am going.” 

The influence of Christian parents may 
reach around the globe as it has in the 
case of the Goertz family. On the 
other hand, Christian parents may mis- 
erably thwart the will of God in the 
lives of their own children. When will 
we learn that our children are safer in 
the center of God’s will, wherever it 
may be, than in the circle of our own 
plans? Someone reminded a worried 
mother that her daughter was safer in 
the heart of Africa in the will of God 
than on the streets of their own city 
out of the will of God. It is always true. 

It is no light saying that missions be- 
gin at home. God needs more Abra- 
hams, willing to put their sons on the 
altar for Him. God needs more Hannahs 
who can look to Him and say, “For this 
child IT prayed; and the Lord hath given 
me my petition which I asked of him: 
therefore also I have lent him to the 
Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be 
lent to the Lord” (1 Sam, 1:27, 28). 
Missionary interest in any church is a 
shallow thing without a yieldedness on 
the part of parents in the matter of 
God’s will for their children. Parents 
say in effect, “Lord, you are welcome to 
my money. I am glad to give of my 
tithe to send out my neighbor’s sons 
with the Gospel. But don’t ask for my 
child.” When we have put all on the 
altar, including our children, we have 
reached the place where God can begin 
to use us. God wanted to see a yielded 
heart in Abraham, a willingness to lay 
his son on the altar. He wants to see 
that same willingness in Christian par- 
ents today, whether He chooses to call 
their children or not, 

Some of the most radiant Christians 
are missionaries and the parents of mis- 
sionaries. Often the parents have held 
the reins of rebellion to the very end, 
but, seeing their children sail in obe- 
dience to the Lord, have finally yielded. 
Then, and then only, came the joy of 
having given all to the Lord. But the 
heartaches they might have been spared 
and spared others if they had yielded to 
the will of God in the beginning! 
When we think of the thousands who 
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have never heard the name of Christ, 
the prayer of our hearts, if we cannot 
go ourselves, should be that God might 
send our children. A number of years 
ago a saintly mother was about to enter 
Glory. She had always been interested 
in missions, but it troubled her now on 
her deathbed that she had not done 
more. “Promise me,” she drew her only 
child close to her, “that you will do 
more for missions than I have done.” 
The vow was made and faithfully kept, 
for Mrs. G. G. Crozier, wife of a medi- 
cal missionary, has given fifty years of 
her life for India. Many times she went 
down into the valley of the shadow of 
death. But, by the Lord’s help, Mrs. 
Crozier was able to reduce hitherto un- 
written languages to writing. She gave 
the Kuki people the New Testament in 
the language of their own tribe, and 
now they have the Word of God in their 
midst. It was a tremendous task but an 
enduring one, for the people of another 
tribe have been given the Word of God. 
The treasure she has left in India is 
priceless, and it was the burden of her 
mother’s heart that set her face toward 
India ! 

Usually farmers are glad when their 
sons show a love for the soil and plan 
to continue on the farm. Consider an 
exception, a fine Christian farmer who 
is concerned because his son is inter- 
ested in the farm. He is not only will- 
ing but eager to have God use his boy. 
“We hope to send the boy to a school 
where he will be exposed to the chal- 
lenge. If he is not called, then we will 
know it is God’s will for him to stay 
here on the farm.” This is the attitude 
of heart, giving God the first choice, 
eager to have the son in full-time serv- 
ice if the Lord wills. We cannot and 
ought not to force one step of the way, 
for God calls His servants. But we can, 
with yielded hearts, pray that God may 
use our children if it is His will. 

Early influence in the Christian home 
may stir a missionary interest in our 
children. Most important is definite 
prayer for specific missionaries instead 
of the common blanket request, “God 
bless the missionaries.” Make the par- 
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ticular needs of your missionary friends 
known. Pray for them, and ask the 
children to pray for them, 

It is no problem to get the children to 
pray for flesh-and-blood missionaries 
you have entertained in your own home. 
And that is another ministry that may 
prove a blessing, not only to the mis- 
sionary and to your family, but, some 
day, to the ends of the earth. There is 
nothing so stimulating to a child’s mis- 
sionary interest as to have an oppor- 
tunity to question the missionary first- 
hand, and most missionaries are glad to 
talk with children, 

Do your children have a share in mis- 
sionary giving? No missionary gifts are 
more deeply appreciated and sanctified 
to God’s use than the offerings poured 
out of the chubby hand of a little child. 
Looking back to the Christian farmer 
and his family for a moment: they give 
to missions, and sacrificially. The children 
share in that giving. More than once 
they have quietly come to some mission- 
ary entertained in their home and 
pressed one or two dollar bills into his 
hand. 

Another thing that brings missions 
close to the family cirele is direct cor- 
respondence with missionaries. Nothing 
is more welcome at a lonely outpost 
where a faithful missionary is proclaim- 
ing the Gospel than mail from the States. 
If the only reply to your letter is a form 
letter, don’t be offended. Many times 
their days are so filled with labor that 
there is no time left for more intimate 
correspondence. Accept the form letter 
as a personal one, read it to the family, 
bear that missionary up before the 
throne of grace, and answer the letter. 

Most children enjoy hearing mission- 
ary speakers. Whenever possible that 
privilege should, of course, be granted. 
There are some missionaries who do not 
do credit to the name and would not be 
aligned with the fundamentals of our 
faith. Those, of course, are not the 
ones to indoctrinate your child. But, 
taking fundamental missionary speakers 
as a whole, there is no finer “listening 
matter” available for your child. 


(To be continued) 


The Challenge of a Dead Church 


The problem of a backslidden family in a mission church, and how it was solved 


4 HY don’t you send some other 

missionary there instead of us?” 
I said, feeling distinctly uneasy, even 
rebellious, to Mr. Sinton’s suggestion. 
“T’ve been there before, and didn’t see 
any results for all my efforts.” 

I was seated in the study of Mr. John 
Sinton, Shanghai, China. He was the 
west regional director of the China In- 
land Mission. We had just returned from 
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furlough and were being redesignated 
to our next place of labor. Mr. Sinton 
grinned as he dropped the bombshell at 
my feet, for the region he mentioned 
was Suyung, Szechwan, the graveyard 
of many a missionary’s holy aspirations 
for a living church. 

My thoughts reverted to the past when 
I had tried for a whole year to fan into 
flame a tiny spark of life yet remaining 
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in a dead church. Mr, F—— was the 
most promising member in it. Through 
prayer fellowship, reading of the Word, 
and earnest expositions in the Sunday 
services I had tried to give him a 
vision of the need. His father had been 
a power for Christ as an evangelist, but 
when he died, leaving a widow and sev- 
eral children, the family had just set- 
tled down in the church premises and 
gradually had backslidden to a state of 
hopeless apathy. 

“You know that your successor in the 
work challenged the church to sell out 
for God,” Mr. Sinton continued. “But 
the church rejected his message, and so 
he quit them and gave his whole time 
to work among the urchins of the 
street ...” 

I knew the story well, for the mission- 
ary was a dear friend of mine, and had 
written of the “bust up” out of a heart 
that was torn with anguish over the 
whole affair. I had tried to woo the 
church with loving persuasion and des- 
perate co-operation in any venture that 
promised life. He had tried a different 
method to jar them into the awful real- 
ization of failure before God. Both at- 
tempts seemed to have failed. 

“We've prayed much about the matter, 
and we feel that you’re the man for 
the job.” Mr. Sinton put on his charm 
now. “We’ve a definite objective in 
view: the F—— family are a real stum- 
bling block in the church, so— get them 
out !” 

“Our district superintendent tried to 
get them out,” I protested, “even offer- 
ing them a cash bonus to aid their re- 
moval, but they countered with demands 
that were beyond reason !” 

“Give it a six months’ trial, anyway,” 
he suggested. “Then if you still want 
to go elsewhere we'll make other ar- 
rangements. Will you do it?” 

“By God’s grace I’m willing to try! 
With clean foundations we can hope for 
a revival!” I said. 

One entered the church building in 
Suyung through sagging double doors. 
Then, from a boxlike sort of hall, one 
was confronted by three entrances. To 
the left the door led to a guest room 
for visiting evangelists. The right led 
into a long hallway the length of the 
main church auditorium, into the back 
rooms composed of bedrooms and a 
kitchen. The center opened into the 
room in which the services were held. 
Along both sides of the room were long 
rows of windows, only instead of panes 
of glass, paper had been pasted in. Some 
had Scripture texts written on them 
and others had drawings of birds and 
flowers, the work of a local artist. All 
were discolored by sunlight from above, 
and torn here and there. The Chinese 
lanterns hanging from the ceiling were 
old and covered with dust. Except for 
the Lord’s Prayer in gilt letters above 
the pulpit, it wasn’t the atmosphere to 
encourage worship of God! 
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I came early one Sunday morning to 
the church, and a big ruffian dog be- 
longing to the F—— family stood just 
within the door sill and with flashing 
teeth and warning growls dared me to 
try to enter the premises! Suddenly I 
understood more fully something of the 
holy indignation of our Lord when He 
found the Temple befouled by sheep and 
oxen, and I wondered if this might not 
be one of the reasons why people did 
not come to church! Ever after, when 
that dog saw me coming, he made tracks 
in the opposite direction. 

“How can you expect people to come 
to worship,” I demanded of the family, 
‘if a snarling dog waits upon the door- 
step to greet them?” They promised 
to keep the dog tied up. 

Just as the service started the widow, 
Mrs, F——, entered the room with a 
little terrier dog tagging at her heels. 
It recognized me as a stranger and be- 
gan a most distracting yapping. It had 
to .be taken out, but as the sounds car- 
ried all over the building, its defiant 
yapping kept up from the kitchen to 
the distraction of our entire service! 
On other occasions, its bark would be 
joined by the harsh quacking of a pet 
goose, or the deep grunts of a kept pig! 
The church had anything but the rev- 
erent silence and order that should char- 
acterize the house of God! 

“How can one worship God ‘in these 
circumstances?” I protested to Mr. F——. 
He was properly apologetic, and prom- 
ised to remedy the situation. But noth- 
ing happened and every Sunday it was 
more or less the same. There was no 
back yard, consequently no place else 
for their pets to go! 

One day I invited several men who 
were vitally interested in the church to 
meet with me in our home. The de- 
plorable situation in the church, the 
spiritual deadness in worship, the hin- 
drance of the F—— family, and the ob- 
jective of the mission to get them out 
to make room for an evangelist, was 
made clear to them. For the first time 
in years they were of one mind, and 
agreed to draw up an ultimatum, sign 
their names, and formally ask the F—— 
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family to evacuate the premises. It wags 
the first step in the right direction! 

They were all trooping out again info 
the yard when a big black snake glideg 
across their pathway. They jumped 
back in sudden fright. “Lao Mo-kuei” 
they ejaculated. It meant “Old devil,” 
and was a term they used for this snake. 
Chinese are very superstitious, and they 
could easily take this smake as an un. 
lucky omen, 

“Kill the snake!” I cried, setting the 
example by grabbing a hoe near by and 
chasing after it to a hole down which 
it had disappeared. “Let its death be 
the sign of the Devil’s defeat in our 
church work!” The idea took well, and, 
with shouts of encouragement to each 
other, they tore away the stone under 
which the snake had disappeared, seized 
hold of its tail, and yanked it out into 
the open, and in short order had killed 
it with stones! 

The next Sunday morning’s service 
was better attended than usual! The 
air was electric with suppressed excite. 
ment. I took as my text, “Render there- 
fore unto Cesar the things which are 
Ceesar’s; and unto God the things that 
are God’s” (Matt. 22:21), and at the 
close paraphrased it to say, “Render unto 
the F——’s that which is the F——’s; and 
unto God that which is God’s.” Then 
formally I asked the F—— family to 
turn the building over to the mission 
for God’s service ! 

In the after meeting there was some 
question just how much money the F—— 
family had put into the building them- 
selves. No records had been kept in 
the past! We took the principle of 
going the “extra mile” in our dealing 
with the impasse, and allowed the 
F——+s to tear down what they claimed 
to have built up in the back. 

And God honored our stand, for as 
the F—— family moved out a spirit of 
inquiry came upon the people and peo- 
ple began to seek and find the Lord! 
Tcday, Suyung has a living church, with 
a living message, supporting a living 
pastor on their own! 

Movunp, MInn, 


‘Your Letters to Missionaries 


Questions that will help you make them interesting and inspiring 


ANY of us are interested in mis- 
sions and would like to write to 
missionaries: so that they would know 
we are praying for them and standing 
behind their work, but when we take 
a sheet of blank paper out of our sta- 
tionery box, often our minds become as 
blank as the paper. 
Here are a few questions to ask your- 
self when you start to write a mission- 
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ary letter. They will stimulate your 
thinking. 

Have you read or heard any news 
recently about the country in which they 
are serving, the board under which they 
serve, or some fellow missionary? Some- 
times, because of modern news coverage, 
we hear news about a country before 
missionaries residing there do. This is 
especially true of missionaries who are 
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in southwest China, or the interior of 
Africa. 

Has my church recently had a mission- 
ary speaker from any country? The 
missionary is interested in hearing of 
others in his same calling. 

Has my church recently done anything 
special for missions, such as raising the 
missionary budget or sending bandages 
toa leper hospital? The missionary re- 
joices in every good piece of missionary 
news. 

Why do you feel called to pray for 
missionaries, and especially for this 
missionary? What phases of his work 
interest you? Children’s work, hospital 
work, or teaching? Have you recently 
read any missionary books? The mis- 
sionary is interested in your personal 
attitude toward missions. 

Have you had a special answer to 
prayer recently? Has a special Bible 
verse been a blessing to you? In what 


Dick’s Experiment 
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ways do you serve the Lord? The mis- 
sionary is interested in these personal 
things because they are Christian things, 
and serve the same cause that he does. 

If you have a child or a dog, has 
either one done or said anything that 
is cute? The missionary would be in- 
terested in reading about it because chil- 
dren and dogs are loved the world over, 
and the missionary would enjoy a 
chuckle, , 

Also— read over his last letter, and 
see if there is anything in it upon which 
you can comment, 

Remember, your letter does not need 
to be long. The thing which interests 
the missionary the most is the knowl- 
edge that you are praying for him. He 
feels his own inadequacy and the need 
of prayer. Several missionaries have told 
me that they read each letter, eager to 
see if the writer has prayed for them. 


HoLLywoop, CaLir. 


And what it taught Mother and Dad in missionary giving 


LTHOUGH his father said very little 
A as they drove home from church, 
Dick knew he was not very happy. It 
was not until after dinner that he be- 
gan to talk to Dick’s mother. 

“I can’t see it at all,” he said. “Our 
own church here needs so many repairs 
that any extra money we can scrape up 
should go for that. It is our duty to 
attend first to the church at home. 
Where would farmers get money for 
missions, anyway?” 

Dick’s mother began clearing the table. 
“But I can’t help thinking about what 
the minister told us of our mission 
work,” she said. “There is so much 
need. Many people are hungry, and look 
what we have left from our dinner! 
Perhaps farmers don’t have much ready 
money, but they have plenty to eat, at 
least! It does seem to me we might 
be able to spare something for others 
who are hungry, especially for those 
who need the Bread of Life.” 

“Well, just tell me where the money 
is to come from,” objected Dick’s father. 
‘T have promised all I can afford to 
spare for our own church repairs. I’m 
not sure I believe in foreign missions, 
anyway. There are plenty of heathen 
here at home.” 

“Yes, that is true,” agreed Dick’s 
mother, “and there are plenty of us 
here at home who could help them, if 
we would. Not many are willing to 


leave their homes to go to a foreign 
land. I think we should help both home 
and foreign missions.” 

Dick was bothered about it all. He 
Temembered the talk a missionary from 
Africa had given to the Junior Society. 
He told of a houseboat which the mis- 
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sionaries used in traveling up and down 
the river, visiting villages as they went 
along. The Junior Society had prom- 
ised to help support this boat, but, as 
yet, Dick had given no money for it. 
Where would he get the money? Yet 
the missionary had told of the crowds 
of men and women and children he had 
visited from the boat, who had never 
had a chance to hear of Jesus. The 
missionaries were trying to teach them, 
and to heal those who were sick, and 
to feed those who were hungry. Surely 
they ought not to let the missionaries 
down. 

Dick thought about it a lot, for sev- 
eral days. Finally he had an idea. 
“Dad,” he said, “may I have two good 
seed potatoes, and the ground to grow 
them?” 

His father laughed. 
he asked. 

“I want to try an experiment,” an- 
swered Dick. “I’d rather not tell you 
now.” 

“Oh, all right,” said his father. “I 
guess you can’t go very far wrong with 
two potatoes and enough ground to 
grow them. You can spade up that 
space just beyond the garden. The 
ground there should be good and rich.” 

Dick worked hard at spading and pre- 
paring the ground. Then he cut the 
potatoes into small pieces for planting, 
being careful to leave two “eyes” in 
each piece. He planted the pieces in 
two short rows. 

The potatoes grew. They had to be 
hoed, and sprayed, and sometimes Dick 
would rather have forgotten them, be- 
cause often he was tired after helping 
his father with the farm work. How- 
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ever, he remembered his experiment, 
and hoed, and sprayed, and tended his 
potatoes faithfully. Finally the day 
came to. harvest the crop. Of course 
there were a few potatoes too small for 
anything except the pigs. Dick kept 
the yield from the two rows separate, 
and scrubbed the big potatoes well. 

“Look, Dad,” he said; “here is my po- 
tato crop !” ' 

Dick’s father looked at. the clean, 
smooth potatoes. “Why, Son,” he said, 
“I couldn’t grow finer potatoes myself! 
But why two baskets? One basket 
would be big enough for all.” 

Dick explained. “One basket I am 
saving for seed. I'll plant them next 
year. The potatoes in the other basket 
are missionary potatoes.” 

“Missionary potatoes?” 

“Yes, missionary potatoes. I am go- 
ing to sell them, and give the money 
for our missionary boat. Then next 
year I'll sell half my crop, and give that 
money for missions.” 

Dick’s father laughed. “Well, you cer- 
tainly are a schemer !” he said. 

Dick added his basket of well-scrub- 
bed potatoes to the corn, and tomatoes, 
and other vegetables he helped his 
father sell at the roadside market. He 
put a sign on the basket: “Missionary 
Potatoes, five cents each.” 

People stopped to look at the vege- 
tables. “What in the world are mis- 
sionary potatoes?” they asked, 

Dick explained about the Junior Mis- 
sionary Society, and the missionary boat 
in Africa. Of course, some people were 
not interested, but it was surprising how 
quickly those potatoes sold. Sometimes 
people paid the price asked; sometimes 
someone would slip Dick an extra 
nickel, or a larger coin. 

One dollar and a half seemed a lot 
of money to Dick, as he took his offer- 
ing to the next Junior Society meeting. 
He felt very happy indeed that he had 
so much to give to the missionary boat 
fund. 

But that isn’t the end of the story. 
Dick heard his father and mother talk- 
ing together. “I think our boy has taught 
us something,” his mother said. “Why 
couldn’t we do something of the sort?” 

“Well, what?” asked his father. 

“There has been so much fruit this 
year,” his mother said, “and I have can- 
ned and preserved far more than we 
need. City folk would be glad to have 
it. I think I'll try to sell some at the 
roadside market. And, next year, why 
can’t we follow Dick’s example? Part 
of the vegetables we sell can be-for the 
Lord’s work.” 

“You don't mean to put a fancy price 
on them, like Dick did on his potatoes?” 
asked his father. , 

Dick’s mother smiled. “Oh, no, we 
would sell them at market prices. But 
we would just remember that, after all, 

(Continued on page 1184) 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 15. FELLOWSHIP IN THE EARLY CHURCH 
Acts 2:42 to 5:42; printed text, 2:42-47; 4:31-35 


Golden Text.—Avnd the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said ~ of them that ought of 
things which he possessed was his own, but they had all things common.—Acts 4: 32 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and 


signs were done by the apostles. 


44 And all that believed were together, 


common, 


45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to 


all men, as every man had need. 


46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 


gladness and singleness of heart, 


47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And 
the Lord added toe the church daily such as should be saved. 
the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together; and they were all filled 


Chap. 4:31 And when they had prayed, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

ELLOWSHIP implies joint partici- 
Frostcn In the early church this 

was very real. The young believers 
found themselves ostracized by those 
with whom they had walked in their 
unconverted days. Separated to the 
risen Christ, they confessed His name in 
baptism and came together for instruc- 
tion in the truths of the new dispensa- 
tion and for communion one with an- 
other and with their Lord and Saviour. 
Observing the simple ordinance of the 
breaking of bread and uniting their 
hearts in prayer, they entered into a 
most intimate and precious relationship 
with each other. The reality of this 
spiritual fellowship led to deep concern 
for those among them who were in tem- 
poral need, so that those to whom God 
had entrusted abundance of this world’s 
goods were glad to share with those who 
had need. Persecution only deepened 
this fellowship and made the believers 
dearer to each other and more appre- 
ciative of the grace which God had be- 
stowed upon them. 

That which led these early Christians 
to share temporal things with one an- 
other was their sense of a divinely estab- 
lished unity, so that they recognized the 
precious truth that those who were 
“added to the Lord” (Acts 5:14) were 
necessarily “members one of another” 
(Eph. 4:25). The revelation of the 
Church as the body of Christ had not 
yet been made known. That awaited 
the conversion and illumination of Paul, 
the apostle. to the Gentiles (Col. 1:24, 
25). But the fact existed before the 
truth of it was proclaimed. Because 
of this spiritual unity the believers were 
of one heart and one mind, and none 


in the apostles’ doc- 


with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with 


boldness. 


and of one soul: 


32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
neither said any of them that ought of the 


things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things 


and had all things common. 


33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the 


resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all, 


34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many 


as ‘were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold, 


35 And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution 


b & “ “ 


said that the things he possessed were 
his own. 


The Historical Setting 

The events recorded in our lesson fol- 
lowed very closely upon the Pentecostal 
enduement. The church of God in Jeru- 
salem grew rapidly and was character- 
ized by intense devotion to Christ and 
hearty fellowship among its own mem- 
bers. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 2:42.—“They continued stedfastly 
in” four things: “the apostles’ doctrine,” 
or teaching, receiving needed instruction 
as given by the first leaders in the 
church; “fellowship” one with another, 
as having a common faith and common 
interests; the “breaking of bread,” prob- 
ably what we call the Communion, the 
daily observance of the Lord’s Supper 
in remembrance of their Saviour; and in 
“prayers,” the expression of the sense 
of need of divine help and sustenance. 


Verse 43.—“Fear came upon every 
soul.” The awesome sense of God’s pres- 
ence in the Spirit’s power was realized 
by them all. It was He who wrought 
through the apostles in the working of 
miracles for the relief of human suffer- 
ing and the accrediting of the new mes- 
sage. 

Verse 44.—“[They] had all things com- 
mon.” This was not by command of the 
Lord, but by common consent. Love 
was so active that those who had been 
blessed with worldly goods shared gladly 
with those who had not. 


Verse 45.—“As every man had need.” 
Some have called this “an experiment 
in Christian.communism.” But it was 
more than that. It was the gracious ac- 
tivity of divine love shed abroad in the 
hearts of these early believers by the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). 





was made unto every man according as he had need. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

International Council of Religious Education. 


Verse 46.—“In the temple ... and... 
from house to house.” As yet they were 
not separated from the Temple and its 
services, but they found their more inti- 
mate fellowship among their own groups 
in their homes, where the joy of the 
Lord was manifested. 


Verse 47.—“The Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.” 
It is by the Spirit’s baptism that the 
Lord adds to His Church. Actually, the 
word “church” is not found in the best 
manuscripts. The Revised Version has 
“added to them,” but the thought is the 
same. A new company had been formed, 
to which the Lord Himself added those 
who were being saved. 


Acts 4:31.—“They were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” After being released 
by the chief priests who had arrested 
Peter and John, and had commanded 
them not to speak again in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, the apostles sought 
out their fellow believers and joined 
with them in earnest prayer. As they 
waited on God, special manifestation of 
the Lord’s presence was given in the 
shaking of the house in which they met, 
and they were all refilled with the Holy 
Spirit. While there is but one baptism 
in the Spirit, there may be many fillings 
for special service. 

Verse 32.—“They had all things com- 
mon.” This was the outward evidence 
of the Spirit’s unity. There does not 
seem to have been any prearrangement 
about it—no propaganda of any kind. 
But because the love of Christ filled 
their hearts, these devoted followers of 
His found joy in sharing what they pos- 
sessed with others. 


Verse 33.—“Great power .. . and great 
grace.” These were the two things 
which, above all others, were character- 
istic in those days. The ministry of the 
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Word was in great power as the Holy 
Spirit delighted to honor Christ, and 
when that Word was received into hon- 
est hearts, it produced great grace in the 
lives of the believers. These two things 
should always go together, and will, 
when there is true subjection to the 
Lord. 

Verse 34.—“Neither was there any 
among them that lacked.” Those who 
possessed real property sold it of their 
own volition and brought the proceeds 


‘to the common treasury, evidently ad- 


ministered by the apostles, though these 
never sought such responsibility (Acts 
6:2). It was love in action, seeking not 
its own, but delighting to serve and 
bless others. They had seen by faith 
a brighter world above, so they held 
the things of this lower scene as of little 
worth. 

Verse 35.—“Distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had 
need.” There was nothing forced or 
artificial about this. It was one of the 
evidences of grace working in the lives 
of those who believed. Carnality soon 
brought such blissfui conditions to an 
end. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

The coming of the Holy Spirit, which 
united believers to Christ and to one 
another, resulted in the formation of 
true. Christian fellowship, which drew 
the hearts of the children of God to- 
gether in devotion to Christ and concern 
for one another’s welfare. 

It would be a great mistake to think 
of social service as the outstanding theme 
of this lesson. Rather is it devotion to 
Christ to which our attention is directed. 
When the sheart is loyal to Him, when 
He has His rightful place in the life, 
selfishness will be rebuked, grace will 
reign, and love of the brethren will be 
manifested in gracious care one for an- 
other. ‘The Christian brotherhood is 
made up of regenerated men and women 
who are “taught of God to love one 
another” (1 Thess, 4:9). It was no at- 
tempt to reform the world that these 
chapters present, but a separated, un- 
worldly people, walking in love as the 
result of the working of the Holy Spirit 
in their lives. 


Lesson Outline 
THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH 

1. Conviction of sin (Acts 2:37) 

2. Call for identification with Christ (vs, 
38-40) 

3. Obedience and fellowship (vs. 41-47) 


THE PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH 

1. Renewed consecration and refilling 
with the Spirit (Acts 4:31) 

2. Unity in fellowship and testimony 
(vs. 32, 33) 

3. Care one for another (vs. 34, 35) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
The mission of the Church is not to 
glorify itself, but to magnify Christ, and 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. January 8.—The Church Empow- 
GG ot... icc een Acts 2:1-41 
Next Week’s Lesson 


4. January 22.—The First Christian 
DN. ccciedhadeubuebina .Acts 6:1 to 8:4 








in doing this to carry His Gospel into 
all the world, and bring lost men to the 
knowledge of His saving power. When 
the Church ceases to witness, it ceases 
to function as a Church of God. It is 
also the place of worship and of fel- 
lowship, where Christ Himself is in the 
midst and His people bring their sacri- 
fices of praise to present in the Spirit's 
power. It was never intended to be an 
amusement center or a place of fleshly 
entertainment, 

The Spirit’s unity is a very different 
thing from human attempts to bring 
about a union of discordant elements and 
so produce an ideal state of society. As 
long as men are unsaved and unregener- 
ated, all efforts to weld them into one 
great loving family are doomed to fail- 
ure. It was Tolstoy, who, disillusioned 
after years of vain effort to do this very 
thing, exclaimed, “I have learned that 
you cannot have a brotherhood without 
brothers.” It is grace that makes men, 
once enemies to God and to each other, 
to be one great loving family in Christ. 


Summaries and Applications 

These believers knew, through the in- 
struction given by Christ Himself, that 
Jerusalem was soon to be destroyed 
(Luke 21:20), and many of the Jews 
were to be slain, and the rest scattered 
through the world. They could not, 
therefore, in. consistency with this 
knowledge, cling to property in a scene 
over which they knew the dark clouds 
of judgment were lowering. It was the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macauley, D.D. 


HERE do we read of some who “gladly 
received" the Word and did not con- 
tinue? 

2. What made the difference between 
these two groups? 

3. What “breaking of bread” is referred 
to in Acts 2:42? 

4. Is the ordinance referred to in verse 
46? 

5. What inspired this “experiment in 
Christian communism”? 

6. Was there any need for such a prac- 
tice? 

7. How does the “communism” of the 
early church differ from modern Commu- 
nism? 

8. How is the passage at the end of chap- 
ter 4 related to the statement in chapter 
2:44, 45? 

9. How did the deceit of Ananias and 
Sapphira affect the communal system? 

10. What is there of abiding value in this 
whole incident? 


(Answers on page 1179) 
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part of wisdom to dispose of their hold- 
ings and use the income derived there- 
from in the service of their Master 
and in relieving the distress of those 
who were in needier circumstances than 
themselves. It was not a world-wide 
Christian communistic program that was 
being initiated, but rather a wise use 
of what God had entrusted to them, in 
view of the times then present. 

Next to the joy of knowing Christ and 
living in fellowship with Him is the glad- 
ness that is found in sharing with the 
needy that which we have received in 
trust from God to use for the blessing 
of others. 

It is easy to have all things in com- 
mon when all are of one mind and nc 
one says that ought that he possesses is 
his own. This is to walk in the steps 
of Him who gave up all to redeem us 
to God. 


Winona LAKE, IND. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before -the Lesson.—Our 
Father in Heaven, who by the Gospel 
hast blessed us so richly, we thank Thee 
for Thy great salvation and all its good 
fruit in human life. Send the glad tid- 
ings of the Saviour to all who have not 
heard it, and to all who know but dis- 
regard the Gospel show that they sin 
against Thee and deny themselves the 
very Bread of Life. We thank Thee 
for this school. Bless teachers and offi- 
cers, the pupils, too, and the homes from 
which we come. If any are absent 
through illness, grant them Thy healing, 
and should there be trouble in any of 
our homes, there let Thy help and guid- 
ance be given as need may require. Use 
our school to lead many to our Saviour. 
Give -us the love for all men that be- 
comes us as Christians, and give us that 
special care for our fellow Christians 
that the first believers had. Put the 
government of the nations in righteous 
and wise hands. Teach all men to seek 
first Thy Kingdom, and bring Thy Son 
into undisputed sway in all the earth. 
Forgive our sins and with Thy Word 
today search, cleanse, and inspire us all. 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—I heard a radio talk 
lately on Christian joy in which the 
speaker said something I had heard be- 
fore, but of which I was glad to be re- 





For JOY Try This— 


JESUS FIRST 
OTHERS NEXT 
YOURSELF LAST 


minded. “The way to Christian joy,” 
he said, “is this: J, Jesus First; O, Others 
Next; Y, Yourself Last.” Now that is 
exactly what we have in today’s lesson. 
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Those first Christians, as one joyous fam- 
ily, were filled with gladness, praising 
God; and the secret of their joy is found 
in that little acrostic. 

The Lord Jesus was first in each of 
those glad hearts. These people had 
just received Him, had found His pardon, 
and were obeying His Word by continu- 
ing steadfastly in the teaching of the 
apostles. We, too, find joy by accepting 
Him as our Saviour and then carrying 
out His teachings as they come to us in 
the writings of His apostles. 

Then these early Christians surely put 
others next and themselves last. So 
great was their love for each other, so 
much of a family were they, that they 
even gave up the right to their own 
property, pooled everything, and shared 
all alike. As time went on and the Lord’s 
return was delayed, this method of 
Christian sharing was dropped, but other 
methods were adopted, and ‘true Chris- 
tians have always led the way in giving 
and sharing to help the needy. And 


since it is more blessed to give than to , 


receive, such care for others gladdens 
the giver as well as him who receives. 
So for real joy, let it be Jesus first, 
Others next, and Yourself last. 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42).—It is 
very apparent from Luke’s frequent use 
of the word “stedfast” and its equiva- 
lent, “continue,” that he specially appre- 
ciated stick-to-it-iveness. See Acts 1: 
10; 2:42; 2:46; 6:4; 6:15; 7:55; 10:7; 14:9. 

Luke was a very steadfast person him- 
self. He remained true to the Apostle 
Paul through thick and thin, as we say. 
While the Apostle Paul was awaiting 
execution, he wrote his last Epistle, and 
in it said, “Only Luke is with me” (2 
Tim. 4:11). 

“Are you a Christian?” Gypsy Smith 
once asked a man. “Yes,” was the an- 


swer. “How long have you been a 
Christian?” “Twenty-eight years, on and 
off.” “More off than on, I guess,” re- 


plied Gypsy Smith. “I would rather be 
‘out and out’ than ‘on and off.’” 

The early disciples “continued sted- 
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine” —or 
teaching. In addition to the Old Testa- 
ment, the apostles knew all that the 
Lord Jesus had taught during His pub- 
lic ministry; and the apostles received 
fresh revelations of truth from time to 
time. There is a tendency today to 
minimize doctrine and exaggerate works; 
but in the early church, the doctrine 
had first place. It makes all the differ- 
ence in the world what a person be- 
lieves. For example, if a person really 
believed that Jesus Christ is “over all, 
God blessed for ever” (Rom, 9:5), he 
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simply couldn’t use His name in cursing 
and swearing. 

I read of an American tourist in 
France who, upon paying his hotel bill 
was asked by the French hotelkeeper, 
“Don’t you want a receipt?” “Oh, no,” 
said the American. “If God wills I shall 
return in a week. You can give me a 
receipt then.” “If God wills,” smiled the 
hotelkeeper. “Do you believe in God?” 
“Why, yes,” answered the American. 
“Don’t you?” “No,” said the French- 
man. “We have given that up long ago.” 
“Oh,” replied the American, “on second 
thought, I believe I’ll take a receipt !” 

Next they continued in apostolic fel- 
lowship. They found their practical life 
and society in the company of the apos- 
tles; for fellowship means partnership, 
sharing, reciprocity, and _ correlation. 
The apostles were the first to see, hear, 
and touch the Lord Jesus; and they 
gave their testimony that others might 
enjoy their fellowship and that fellow- 
ship was with the Father and with His 
Son (see 1 John 1:1-4). 

Genuine Christian fellowship can be 
enjoyed even when war is raging! A 


December 31, 1949 





ranch in California had been leased to 
a Japanese family for a period of years, 
When we became involved in World War 
II, the Japanese were ordered into the 
interior of the state. This brought dis- 
may to both the family and the owner 
of the ranch. The owner desperately 
needed help; and finally succeeded in 
hiring a Chinese family. The Chinese 
family arrived on the scene a week be- 
fore the Japanese family had to vacate. 
With but one ranch house on the place, 
the owner was in a dilemma as to what 
to do. But it was discovered that both 
the Japanese and Chinese families were 
devout Christians, in the enjoyment of 
the fellowship of the Father and the 
Son—so they decided they could live 
happily together in the same house, 

Each day they worshiped and prayed 
together, using the English language, 
which both understood. The Japanese 
helped the Chinese to get started with 
the work, and the Chinese helped the 
Japanese to get packed and ready to go. 
When the time came for the separation, 
both families promised to pray for each 
other. 


CHRISTIAN ECONOMICS ! 


“Neither said any 
of them that ought 


of thethings which (Poy 


he possessed was 
his own” 
(Act& 4:32.) 


“Neither was there 
any among them 


that lacked” 
(Acts 4:34.) 4 
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“There isnoman that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters,or 
father, or mother, or wife ,or 
children, or lands, for my sake, 
and the gospel's, but he shall 
receive an hundredfold now in 
this time,-and in the world to 
come eternal life?<mK.10:29,30. 
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Lesson for January 15 


“Breaking bread” was the third thing 
the early disciples continued steadfastly 
jn. This can mean nothing less than the 
Lord’s Supper, for there would be no 
necessity to inform us that they con- 
tinued to eat their meals. This Supper 
served as a constant reminder of Him 
who died for them. And it was also 
another expression of fellowship (1 Cor. 
10:17). 

Finally, they continued in prayer. 
Their prayers manifested their constant 
dependence upon God. They believed 
the Lord who said, “Men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint.” 

“They had all things common” (Acts 
4:32) —Although present-day Commu- 
nists do not believe the Bible, they like 
to refer to this passage and imply that 
it is what they are advocating. They 
forget, or ignore the fact, that only be- 
lievers were in this commonwealth, and 
that they believed in the right of per- 
sonal ownership of property (Acts 5:4). 
Furthermore, their actions were spon- 
taneous, not compulsory. And the ad- 
ministrators of the common purse were 
holy apostles. 

In godless Russia a newspaper corre- 
spondent sat on a bench next to a young 
woman reading the New Testament, “An 
interesting book?” he queried. Some- 
what startled the woman replied, “It is 
a holy Book.” She told him that in 
her youth she had been a member of 
the Communist League of Youth, for she 
wanted to learn about the origin of life 
— why we live and whither we go. She 
received no satisfaction. Her questions 
were put off, but eventually she was in- 
formed that everything was material. 
She was told that her mother was “mat- 
ter,” and so was she, and there was 
nothing more except “vibration.” 

“It was horrible,” she exclaimed. 

“And now you know the origin of 
everything?” sneered the questioner. 
“Yes, now I know. Everything is vanity 
except the Gospel. It is like a cool 
well, full of stillness. In it I find rest 
from the desires of the world.” 


Wawona, Catir. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Cless 


AY, fellows, you hear a great deal 

about Communism these days. It is 
a vicious theory of government, includ- 
ing a desperate antagonism to Christian- 
ity. The practice of Communism ac- 
cording to Lenin’s interpretation began 
many years ago in Russia, and for a 
long period was confined to that coun- 
try; but in late years it has spread into 
other countries, including our own. 
Through the stealthy work of secret 
agents, Communism has infiltrated, to 
greater or less degree, every section of 
the world. Its announced purpose is to 
Conquer and rule the world by under- 
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mining and overthrowing every govern- 
ment that is not already controlled by 
Communism. Strange to say, some other- 
wise intelligent people in our own coun- 
try look with tolerance, if not with 
favor, upon Communism because of some 
features which they regard as good, 
seemingly blind to the fact that the sys- 
tem heads directly to the destruction of 
civilization, the Christian religion, and 
all hope of peace in the world. 

I am speaking of Communism in this 
lesson treatment, fellows, because some 
of its defenders have pointed to our 
lesson text for today, where it is stated 
that the disciples “had all things com- 
mon” (Acts 4:32) as an argument from 
the Bible in favor of Communism. That 
is what is termed wresting the Scrip- 
tures. See 2 Peter 3:16. The commu- 
nism practiced by the disciples was the 
very antithesis of the political Com- 
munism of today. The disciples sold 
their own possessions and brought the 
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet 
to go into a common fund for the good 
of all. The Communists would sell the 
possessions of others and use the pro- 
ceeds for themselves. The disciples were 
animated by the motive to proclaim the 
Gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
The Communists not only repudiate 
Jesus Christ and His claims, but they 
persecute His followers and would com- 
pletely exterminate them. The disciples 
said, “What I have is not my own, but 
is for the good of all.” The Communists 
say, “What you have is not your own, 
but is mine; and I will take it from you 
by force if necessary.” 

So you see, fellows, there is a vast 
difference. Moreover, the effect of the 
“commune” of the disciples is expressed 
in one of the most eloquent passages 
of Scripture, for we read: “And the 
multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart and of one soul: neither said 
any of them that ought of the things 
which he possessed was his own: but 
they had all things common. And with 
great power gave the apostles witness 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: 
and great grace was upon them all” 
(Acts 4:32, 33). 

Our great lesson today is in the fact 
that when one looks upon his posses- 
sions as a stewardship in connection with 
spreading the Gospel, witnessing to the 
saving and keeping power of our won- 
derful Christ, then grace and power 
come into our own lives, and God can 
use us in a marvelous way for His own 
glory. 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


we 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 

FELLOWSHIP IN THE EARLY CHURCH 

AST week we read of the coming of 

the Holy Spirit and the formation 
of the true Church. Do you remember 
that the sun went down on three thou- 
sand new converts on the Day of Pente- 
cost? What about them? Did they slide 
back into the ways of the world? We 
will find out in the last part of Acts 2. 
Let us read verses 42-47 together. When 
we have finished, each one of you may 
tell what you liked Best about the early 
church. How many of the new converts 
backslid? ‘(Not one.) What did you 
like about the early church? (They 
went on with the Lord steadfastly. They 
shared with one another. They held 
services every day. They were happy. 
They praised God. Everyone liked 
them.)" How many of these things could 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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happen in the church today? If every 

Christian in the church today were just 
like you, would it then be like the early 
church? If not, then pray, “Lord, send 
a revival, and let it begin in me.” 

Now let us start “thinking through” 
the Book of Acts. What was chapter 1 
about? (The ascent of Christ.) Before 
He went up, what did He promise His 
disciples? (That the Holy Spirit would 
come down.) Acts 2 was the fulfillment 
of that promise. The Holy Spirit is God, 
and whenever God appears on the scene 
a miracle can happen, so Acts 3 tells 
us about a miracle Phyllis will tell 
us the story.— Wasn't that interesting ! 
One thing I particularly noticed about 
the lame man is that he stood with 
Peter and John after he was healed. 
Some of those we read of in the Bible 
were ungrateful after they were healed, 
but not this man. The healing of the 
lame man gave Peter an opportunity to 
preach the Gospel to the crowd that 
gathered. 

Satan hates that kind of preaching, so 
we are not surprised to find persecution 
in Acts 4. Helen will tell us about that, 
— Notice that the man still stood with 
Peter and John! See how courageously 
Peter and John answered the “council” 
in Acts 4:19 and 20. Where did they get 
the power to say such fearless words? 
(From the Holy Spirit.) 

How many people were saved as a re- 
sult of the healing of that lame man? 
(Acts 4:4.) The number in the church 
was now climbing toward ten thousand. 
What was the secret of this remarkable 
growth? The vast majority of the be- 
lievers were completely yielded to 
Christ, so that the work of the Holy 
Spirit was unhindered.) 

Read verse 23 and find out where 
Peter and John. went when they were 
released. You may have to attend a school 
where Christ is not honored. You may 
even have to live in a home where His 
name is not loved. But what kind of 
company do you seek when you are re- 
leased? When you are free to go where 
you choose, where do you go and with 
whom do you go? Do you seek the 
company of the Lord’s people? Do you 
go where they are gathered together, 
or do you run with a worldly crowd? If 
you go with worldly people to worldly 
places you will never be able to win 
them for the Lord and you yourself will 
.be weakened. Certainly we want to be 
friendly with unsaved people or else we 
cannot help them, but.going with them 
to worldly places kills our testimony. 

After Peter and John told the other 
Christians about the threats that had 
been made to them, what did they do? 
(They prayed with one accord.) Do you 
see that the whole church was still in 
perfect harmony? No wonder the Holy 
Spirit was able to work in such a won- 
derful way! 

Now read the prayer they offered, in 
verses 24 to 30, and see how many times 





they asked God to protect them from 
their enemies. (Not once.) For what 
then did they pray? (For boldness to 
keep on witnessing regardless of what 
they might suffer.) This prayer was 
answered immediately. Read verse 31. 
(The place where they were meeting 
was shaken and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and they did speak the 
word of God with boldness.) 

Read verse 32 and see the wonderful 
fellowship which the believers were still 
having with one another. Now read 
verse 33. Can you see why their wit- 
ness was still with great power? ‘What 
is hindering the Holy Spirit from doing 
a great work in the church today? I 
believe one reason is the lack of harmony 
and love among Christians. Let us pray 
that we may have more constant fel- 
lowship with our blessed Lord and more 
perfect fellowship with one another. If 
there is any Christian whom you find 
hard to love, ask the Lord for some of 
the grace which He gave to the early 
church. No doubt there were people in 
it who would naturally have “rubbed 
one another the wrong way,” but they 
did not for “great grace was upon them 


_all.” God’s supply of grace has not run 


short. If we ask Him for it He will give 
us enough grace to love the least lovable 
of all His children, and then He will 
also empower us to reach the unsaved. 

Assignments for next Sunday: Mary, 
please be ready to tell us briefly the 
story you find in Acts 4:32 to 5:11; Pa- 
tricia, please be ready to’tell us briefly 
what you find in Acts 5:12-16. Donna, 
please be ready to tell us briefly what 
you find in Acts 15:17-33. Carolyn, 
please be ready to tell us briefly what 
you find in Acts 5:34-42. 

Equipment needed for next Sunday: 
A fiannelgraph board. Strips backed 
with outing flannel saying, “Acts 1,” 
“Acts 2,” “Acts 3,” “Acts 4,” and others 
saying, “The Ascent of Christ,” “The De- 
scent of the Holy Spirit,” “The Healing 
of the Lame Man,” and “Persecution.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a cony- $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


A Multitude of “Jiners.”—And the 
multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart and of one soul (Acts 4:32, 
Golden Text). Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler 
used to give the following account that 
has a far wider application than ever 
imagined by the poor Negro who was 
interviewed. Dr. Cuyler said: “We 
asked an old Negro preacher how his 
church was getting on, and his answer 
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was, ‘Mighty poor, mighty poor, brud- 
der.’ We ventured to ask the trouble, 
and he replied: ‘De ’sieties, de ’sieties. 
Dey ist jist drawin’ all de fatness and 
marrow outen de body and bone of de 
Lord’s Body. We can’t do nuffin without 
de ’siety. There is de Lincum siety, 
wid Sister Jones and Brudder Brown 
to run it. Sister Williams mus’ march 
right in front of de Daughters of Re- 
bekah. Den dar is de Dorcases, de Mar- 
thas, de Daughters of Ham, and Liberian 
Ladies.’ ‘Well, you have your brothers 
to help in the church,’ we suggested. 
‘No, sah, dar am de Masons, de Odd Fel- 
lows, de Sons of Ham, and de Oklahoma 
Promised Land Pilgrims. Why, brudder, 
by de time de brudders and sisters pay 
all dues, an’ tend all de meetings, der 
is nuffin left for Mount Pisgah Church 
but jist de cob! De co’n has all been 
shelled off and frowed to de speckled 
chickens.’”—From Bible Expositor and 
Illuminator. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Not Unison, but Harmony.—And the 
multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart and of one soul (Acts 4:32, 
Golden Text). This is not unison; it is 
harmony. When an orchestra produces 
some great musical masterpiece, the in- 
struments are all of one mind, but each 
makes its own individual contribution. 
There is variety with concordance: each 
one serves the other, and the result is 
glorious harmony. Look at any 
field of wil? flowers. What a harmony 
of color! And yet what a variety of 
colors! Nothing out of place, but no 
sameness. All drawing resource from 
the same soil, and breathing the vital- 
izing substance from the same air. “And 
ye, being rooted and grounded in love,” 
will grow up, a holy family in the Lord. 
If love be the common ground, the vari- 
eties in God’s family may be infinite !— 
From John Henry Jewett, D.D. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


What Would It Mean?—Neither said 
any of them that ought of the things 
which he possessed was his own (Acts 
4:32, Golden Text). We quote ‘a letter 
received from an English friend who 
has lived through the weeks of the 
Nazi threat on England. In the letter 
he wrote: “As one man, the whole 
nation has handed over all its resources 
to the Government. We have invested 
the Cabinet with the right to conscript 
any of us for any task, to take our goods, 
our money, our all. Never have rich 
men set such little store by their wealth; 
never have we been so ready to lay 
down life itself, if only our cause may 
triumph.” We should like to substitute the 
word Christ for the three words Govern- 
ment, Cabinet, and cause. This is the 
way it would read: “As one man, the 
whole nation has handed over all its 
resources to Christ. We have invested 
Christ with the right to conscript any 
of‘us for any task, to take our goods, 
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Lesson for Jonuary 15 


our money, our all. Never have rich 
men set such little store by their wealth; 
never have we been so ready to lay 
down life itself, if only Christ may tri- 
umph.”—From Mocdy Bible Institute 
bulletin. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


It Is the Doctrine That Creates the 
Habits—And they continued stedfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship 
(Acts 2:42). A friend in a neighboring 
parish sent me a most interesting letter 
which she had received, and asked me 
to comment upon it. This letter had 
been sent to thousands of people by a 
leading financial authority. It was not 
about business trends or the course of 
the stock market or how to make more 
money. The entire subject matter was 
religion. The writer pointed out what 
a tremendous and revolutionary change 
had taken place in the religious habits 
of people. He called attention to the 
change in the use of Sunday, in church- 
going habits, the knowledge of Scrip- 
tures and hymns, and family worship. 
He made the observation that “the re- 
ligious habits of the old days were a posi- 
tive asset to our entire national life.” Then 
he said: “I am not defending the old-time 
theology of my boyhood. I am only ap- 
pealing for the old-time reli~ious habits.” 
I agree that the old-time relizious habits 
were a positive asset to our national life, 
and I agree that we have lost them in 
large degree; but I cannot agree that we 
should not get back to the old-time the- 
ology; and in this I believe the author 
of the letter speaks without authority. 
It is obvious that it is because people 
have left their belief concerning the God 
of the Bible in whom their fathers be- 
lieved, that they have also lost those 
habits which that belief engendered.— 
From the Rev. Donald Crawford, in the 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


“Then Whose Shall Those Things Be?” 
—Neither said any of them that ought 
which he possessed was his own (Acts 
4:32). One day after my grandmother's 
death, Mother brought home a pair of 
brass candlesticks. Sister Sue and-I rec- 
ognized them as the ones that had al- 
ways sat on Grandmother's mantel. 
“Whose candles are thse?” Mother 
asked. “Yours,” we replied, “now that 
Grandmother is gone.” “Nearly a hun- 
dred years ago,” began Mother, “Great- 
grandfather bought them. He thought 
they were his because he paid for them. 
But after a while he died and they came 
to Grandfather. He thought they were 
his because his father left them to him. 
But after a while he died’and Aunt Lou 
kept them for many years. But she 
died and they came to your grand- 
mother. Now Grandma is dead, the 
house is to be sold, and the candlesticks 
have come to me. Who really owns 
them?” The answer was obvious. It 
has been many years since Mother 
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brought the candlesticks from Grand- 
mother’s. They still sit on Mother’s man- 
tel. But Sue and I never look at them 
that we are not reminded of how short 
life is and that God is really the owner, 
and man merely has the use of things 
for a little while-—Condensed from the 
Watchman-Examiner. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 


Out of Death — Life——And with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus (Acts 4: 
33). I had a bed of asters last summer 
that reached clear across my garden 
in the country. They were planted late. 
On the sides were yet fresh blooming 
flowers, while the tops had gone to seed. 
Early frost came, and I found one day 
that that long line of radiant beauty 
was seared, and I said, “Ah! the season 
is too much for them; they have per- 
ished.” I disliked to go and look at the 
bed, it looked so like a graveyard of 
flowers. But, four or five weeks ago one 
of my men called my attention to the 
fact that along the whole line of that 
bed there were asters coming up in the 
greatest abundance, and I looked, and 
behold, for every plant that I thought 
the winter had destroyed there were 
fifty plants that it had planted. What 
did those frosts and surly winds do? 
They caught my flowers, they slew them, 
they cast them to the ground, they trod 
with snowy feet upon them, and they 
said, leaving their work, “This is the 
end of you!” And the next spring there 
were for every root fifty witnesses to 
rise up and say, “By death we live.” And 
as it is in the floral tribe, so it is in 
God’s Kingdom. By death came ever- 
lasting life—From “Streams in_ the 
Desert.” Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


The Reason for the Change.—And with 
great power gave the apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (Acts 
4:33). The times in which we are living 
call for courage of the highest order. 
The enemies of Christ and His followers 
are everywhere today just as they were 
in the days of the apostles, not only in 
countries ruled by dictators and despots 
but in our own beloved America. Who- 
ever dares to live a genuine Christian 
life, adhering strictly to the principles 
laid down by Christ, may expect opposi- 
tion and perhaps even persecution. 
Jesus never promised immunity from 
opposition. The finest examples of dar- 
ing and courage to be found anywhere 
were exhibited by the early apostles, 
who were few in number, without pres- 
tige, political or military organizations, 
or any of our. modern means of propa- 
ganda. They were not only discredited, 
but they were hated and hounded by the 
influential leaders. And yet in the face 
of all their persecutions, they dared to 
continue preaching Jesus and Him cru- 
cified, though forbidden to do so, and 
to charge the Jews with the crime cf 
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Jesus’ death. What a change! A little 
while ago, they all forsook Jesus and 
fled. Now they are as brave as lions. 
Cruel scourgings and prison walls no 
longer deter them. Why? They have 
been filled with the Spirit, and fear has 
given place to boldness. “Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 
... they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus.”"—From Wal- 
ter M. Gilmore, in Open Windows. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
How Friends of Jesus Lived (Acts 4:32-35) 


HO is good at addition? You write 

down the numbers and add up the 
Christians for us. How many friends 
did the Lord Jesus have to start with? 
(Acts 1:15.) How many more were there 
after Peter preached his great sermon? 
(2:41.) Were they friends to one an- 
other; too? In chapter 2: 44-47, how many 
things can you find that they did to- 
gether? (Make a list: met together, 
shared things, went to the Temple, ate 
meals, were happy, praised God, were 
liked by the people. The last words of 
verse 42 give another: they prayed.) 
“And all that believed were together, 
... praising God, and having favour with 
all the people” (Acts 2:44, 47, Memory 
Verse). Did the number of friends get 
still larger? (v. 47.) (Have the one 
who is adding the figures put “More 
every day” in his column.) 

Then one day many more joined the 
group of friends. When the Christians 
were going to the Temple to pray they 
had to go right by a crippled man who 
could not walk. The crippled man asked 
for money, but Peter did not have any 
money. He gave something better. “In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
rise up and walk.” Peter took hold of 
his right hand, and what do you think! 
Up onto his feet came the lame man! 
He took a step. Then he jumped. His 
feet were well and strong! He was so 
happy he walked and danced around and 
thanked God. People could hardly be- 
lieve their eyes. That cripple running 
around all well! The people stared at 
Peter and John, too. How could they 
cure him that way? Peter spoke and 
said something like this: “Why do you 
look at us as though we made this man 
walk?~ It is Jesus—the very Jesus you 
wanted killed. But God raised Him 
from the dead. We know — we saw and 
talked with Him. And His name, when 
this man believed in His name, made him 
well as you can see with your own eyes. 
Now be sorry for your sins, and they 
will be blotted out, and some day Jesus 
Christ will come back again.” 

The sight of the lame man -walking 
around made them see what the Lord 
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Jesus could do for bad legs. If He had 
power over bad legs, He must have 
power over bad hearts and wicked lives; 
and many believed. They gave Him 
their bad hearts and wicked lives to 
make good. If we had been one of them, 
we might have felt like singing, 

Thank You, Lord, for saving my soul: 

Thank You, Lord, for making me whole: 

Thank You, Lord, for giving to me 

Thy great salvation so rich and free, 

Now how many friends were there? 
(Acts 4:4.) What about the women ang 
children? (Have them written in the 
column, too.) Our arithmetic is getting 
hard; we cannot find just exactly how 
many Christians there were! But there 
were a lot. Did all these friends of 
Jesus quarrel? (Acts 4:32.) Do you? 
Did they keep telling about the Lord 
Jesus? (v. 33.) Do you? Did they share 
things? (vs. 34, 35.) Do you? Didn't it 
seem as if everyone was happy and good? 

Then something happened! Ananias 
and Sapphira sold something. They 
brought only part of the money to the 
church, but they pretended they brought 
all. Nobody would know, they thought! 
But God knew, and He taught all Chris- 
tians a lesson about lying. Peter said. 
“Ananias, you haven't lied to men, but 
to God.” And right that minute Ananias 
fell down dead. Later Sapphira came 
in, not knowing what had happened. 
She told the same story. She fell down 
dead, too. After that the Christians were 
afraid to sin. 

Do you ever put just part of the money 
Daddy gives you for Sunday school in 
the offering, and save the rest to spend 
for yourself? Be careful! You’re doing 
the same thing as Ananias and Sapphira. 


Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


GOOD picture for the flannel board 

today would be a group of people 
eating around a large table. This is the 
story of that first church that had every- 
thing in common. Those who believed 
in Christ did not count their property 
or money as their own but as something 
to be shared with others who had noth- 
ing. Everything was shared with those 
who had need. Daily they worshiped 
and ate together from house to house. 
This must have gone on for some time, 
as we read of it in the second chapter 
of the Acts, and again in the fourth chap- 
ter. Those who had land sold it and 
brought the money and laid it down at 
the apostles’ feet, and it ‘as distributed 
to all as they needed it. It is the only 
record in God’s Word of such a church. 
Just think how wonderful it would be 
if people would be that unselfish now! 
Some would be, but I do not know of a 
church where there would not be trouble 
in a very few days because somebody 
got more than somebody else. And be- 
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‘Lesson for January 15 


fore long, there was trouble in that 
church. Maybe you remember about 
Ananias and Sapphira, who sold a pos- 
session and pretended to give all the 
money to the Lord, but lied about it, 
and kept back part of it. God punished 
them — each of them died at once. Then 
a little later there was a dispute because 
some women were neglected when the 
daily food was served, and special men 
had to be appointed to see that all were 
treated alike. So you see, those people 
were just like the people today. But 
why did it work so well at first? 

One sentence tells the story, “Great 
grace was upon them all.” Only as the 
Lord rules in a heart will that person be 
perfectly unselfish. We are all selfish 
in one way or another. Some of us are 
selfish about our belongings: we hate 
to share them with others. Some are 
willing to share their possessions, but 
they cannot give up their own way. 
They must do as they please. Some peo- 
ple are selfish in both ways. 

I heard of a man the other day who 
is about the most selfish person I ever 
knew. He has a garden full of tomatoes 
and beans, and when his wife wanted to 
give a few of them away, he said, “No, 
I'd rather they would all rot than to 
give one of them to anybody. Nobody 
ever gave me anything.” And the same 
man flies into a rage over anything that 
is not done to suit him, and he always 
excuses himself by saying: “You crossed 
me; you had no business to cross me! 
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I never could stand to have anybody 
cross me!” This man doesn’t know the 
Lord Jesus. If he believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and let His Holy Spirit come 
into his heart, he would be changed. 
It was the Holy Spirit who made the 
people in that first church willing to 
give all they had to the Lord. 

Suppose we sit down and look at our- 
selves a bit. How much of our posses- 
sions do we keep for ourselves? Some- 
times we feel very pleased with our- 
selves when we give a large gift to the 
Lord, but I think God looks at our giv- 
ing in another way: not how much we 
gave, but how much did we keep? Christ 
praised the poor widow who gave less 
than a penny, because it was all she 
had. No doubt the Pharisees had cast 
in much more money into the treasury, 
but they had kept more than they gave. 

God always blesses the person, big or 
little, who gives all he possibly can to 
the Lord. Several men with great riches 
have begun life giving God a tenth of 
their income each year, and God has 
increased their income, and they have 
increased their gifts to more than the 
tenth, and more and more each year, just 
keeping out enough to live simply. 

All that we have really belongs to God. 
He gives it to us to use. We get to 
thinking it belongs to us, and then we 
get selfish with it. A good way for 
every child to begin giving is to give 
God one tenth of all the money he re- 
ceives. If Daddy gives you 10 cents, 1 
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cent at least should be given to the Lord. 
If you do that faithfully, all at once 
you will think, “That is a very little 
bit to give the Lord Jesus. I will give 
Him half of my money. I'll give Him 
5 cents, and I'll keep 5 cents.” : 

I know a family that do that right 
along. If they must spend money for a 
new stove or refrigerator or car, they 
feel that they should give an equal 
amount of money to the Lord. And how 
God blesses them! I think they would 
be right at home in that first church 
in Jerusalem. What about you? What 
about me? 


Fetton, CALIF, 
vd 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1173) 
1. Matthew 13:20, 21. 


2. It was a difference in the manner of 
the receiving. In Matthew 13 it was a super- 
ficial receiving (their shallow hearts could 
do no other). Here it was a deep, total 
receiving. 


3. The church setting and the two definite 
articles in the Greek (the breaking of the 
bread) strongly suggest the Communion 
service. 

4. The absence of the article and the de- 
scriptive phrase following suggest here ordi- 
nary eating. 

5. The bond of Christ was so strong that 
they regarded themselves as one big family. 


6. We are not told, but the continuance 
of many converts in Jerusalem for fur- 
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ther instruction may have created an eco- 
nomic necessity. 

7. (a) It was inspired by spiritual oneness; 
(b) it was based-on divine ownership (Acts 
4:32); (c) it was purely voluntary (Acts 
5:4). 

8. In chapter 2:44, 45 we have the general 
statement of practice; in chapter 4:32-37, 
we have the philosophy of it, and the de- 
tails of operation. 

9. It showed its weakness and danger, and 
apparently hastened its end, for we read 
no more about it. Acts 6:1 indicates a new 
way of caring for the needy. 


10. The foundation remains: 
owners, but stewards (middle clause of 4: 
32). 

Wueaton, ILL, 

we 


Children at Home 


ll. Fu Ming Finds the Way 


By H. Barbara Tharp 


VIDENTLY it was market day in 

town,. for men and boys and even 
women were passing by laden with farm 
produce. There went a young man 
hurrying past Fu Ming, who was on his 
way to Lan Ping city. On his shoulder 
pole he carried two baskets of cabbage, 
while in one hand he dangled two cocks, 
head downward. A middle-aged woman 
was now alongside of him. She had a 
complaining pig with a rope tied to its 
hind leg and kept prodding it with a 
stick to keep it going in the right direc- 
tion. A cart drawn by three mules, and 
piled high with straw, rumbled by, leav- 
ing a dust fog behind. 

Fu Ming wished he could be sitting 
atop the straw, but no one would have 
time. to bother about a tired little 
boy.. Now a man was coming past him 
with his small gray donkey almost buried 
under its load of woven baskets, hats, 
and mats... Two women -were carrying 
round caldron covers, skillfully made 
from sorghum stalks. There were men 
with bundles of neatly chopped firewood, 
baskets of eggs, jars of bean sauce, and 
a hundred and one other things. Fu 
Ming’s eyes grew round with wonder as 
he watched the ever-changing scene. 

Suddenly he realized that he was al- 
ready in Sweetwater Valley, and on the 
other side of that low hill the Lan River 
would be sparkling in the sun, and be- 
yond lay the busy city of Lan Ping. 

Fu Ming was foot-weary, dusty, and 
very tired, but he dare not rest, for the 
sun was already high in the heavens, 
and he had all this distance to cover 
again on his way home. At long last 
he rounded the hill and saw the river 
with the humped bridge, and the tiled 
roofs of the city. 

It was about a half hour later that 
the dusty little boy passed into the 
shadows of the city gate, over the cob- 
blestones, and on up the dusty road to 
the main street, which was also the mar- 
ket place. He tried to hurry on past 
the stalls, but there were so many. fas- 
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cinating things to see and his eyes got 
bigger and bigger as he gazed at the 
display of clothing, hardware, sweet- 
meats, grains, toys, fruits, vegetables 
and shoes, and many other things. Then. 
of course, there were the traveling bar- 
bers, doctors, and tinsmiths, each with 
something special to attract the atten- 
tion of the passer-by. 

Fu Ming was loath to leave the excit- 
ing bustle of the market, but his mother 
had told him not to idle on the way 
because of his urgent business. She 
had said to turn into the third alley 
from the cross streets, and here he was 
at the narrow entrance of Dragontooth 
Alley. 

Fu Ming did not like the narrow, dirty, 
evil-smelling alley, and he was glad at 
last to reach the far end and see the 
stone wall and two-leaved door of Uncle 
Wang Teh’s home. As he looked at the 
hideous paper gods pasted on each door, 
he wondered if they really protected 
the home. He pounded on the door 
with his fists, and waited hopefully. A 
dog had started a clamorous barking, so 
he knocked again louder. Oh, how good 
it would be to go inside and rest, and 
perhaps they would even be having 
lunch — he was so tired and hungry! 

Just then the door opened, and an 
untidy old woman stood looking at him. 
What little hair she had was hanging in 
limp strands, her face was wrinkled, 
dirty, and evil-looking, and in one hand 
she held a pipe two feet in length. 

With a scowl and a muttered oath she 
said, “How dare you interrupt my dice 
game? What do you want?” 

“Is Wang Teh at home?” inquired Fu 
Ming politely. 

“Wang Teh?” she laughed shrilly, 
“Why, he died two years ago, and the 
family moved.” With that she banged 
the door in Fu Ming’s face! 


(To be continued) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 15 
2. I Believe in Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 1:21; Mark 1:9-11; Acts 16:23-31; 
* 1 Tim. 1:15) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


F WE were to amplify our topic this 

week with the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed, as we did with the topic for last 
week, it would read, “I believe ... in 
Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under 
Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell; the third 
day He rose again from the dead; He 
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Home and Foreign Missions 





The Christian Association 
for the Blind, Inc. 
A PENNY A DAY! 


(Not such a large sum to invest for eternity) 
Will give Spiritual sight to the Blind 
H O W ?— For information write to 
430 East 141st Street, New York 54, N. Y. 
Chas. E. Gremmels, Pres. James E. Bennet, Treas. 


THE BIBLE MEDITATION 
LEAGUE, INC. 


Universe-center for free Christ-revealing Bible stud- 
ies in many languages for both Jews and Gentiles. 
Supported by the “odour of a sweet smell!” gifts of 
consecrated Christians. Mail contributions and 
inquiries to The Bible Meditation League, Inc., 
P. 0. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio. 


THE CHRISTIAN 
AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


Interdenominational Premillennial 
Evangelical Pioneer Evangelistic 
20 Foreign Fields 700 American Missionaries 
Address correspondence and contributions to 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street - New York 18, N. Y. 





The Orinoco River Mission 
- (Incorporated) 
Rev. Van V. Eddings, D.D., Founder & Gen. Dir. 


1920 Thirtieth Anniversary Year 1950 


An interdenominational faith work in Eastern 
Venezuela. Literature or poontly peaxe er letter sent 
upon request to Home Office, 30 orth Raymond 
Avenue, Pasadena 1, California. 


CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST 
FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 


352 Wellington Avenue, Chicago 14, Illinois 

Missionary Fields of Endeavor: 
India, China, Japan, Brazil, Argentina, Ivory 
Coast—French West Africa, Belgian Congo, 
Port Italy, Albania, France, Philippine 
Islands, and Ecuador. 

Write for the story of C.B.F.M.S. 


“Preaching Christ to the Jews” 
HEBREW CHRISTIAN MISSION 
of DETROIT 
Rev. J. C. Thiessen, Supt. 

Box 7, Linwood Station 
Detroit 6 : - - Michigan 





Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism, Inc. 


A Fund: deel BR, ptist Faith Missi: 


100 missionaries working in the Philippines, China, 
Brazil, Peru, and Colombia with workers now 
making an approach to Tibet. 

Write for information and literature. 


1306 Schaff Building Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





Eastern European Mission 
1166 Diversey Parkway, Chicage 14, lil. 


Interdenominational faith mission, evangelizing 
Russian-Slavic people through missionaries, Scrip- 
ture distribution, literature publication, Bible teach 
ing, radio, relief, etc. Europe’s spiritual need chal- 
len, ~ us. We covet your partnership in prayer 
an support Send for a free copy of “The 
Gospel Call. a 


Paul B. Peterson, President 


The Unevangelized Tribes 
Mission, Inc. 


“Telling Congo’s unreachéd millions of the Christ!” 
Thousands of villages yet to be evangelized! 4 
Will YOU give your prayer - help? 
Write for “The Unevangelized” and free literature. 
600 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





The Mexican Indian Mission 
A Pioneer Faith Work 


Founded to reach the five million Indians of 
Mexico. Used to win ten thousand Indians to 
Christ in fifteen years. Seeking new missionaries 
to enter forty more tribes. 


P. O. Box 7 Somerdale, N. J. 


Christian Mission to 
Churchless Communities 


—a home mission project ri hundreds of 
communities with no places of public worship. 
Write for “Is It Worth While?” — PT hrill to stories 
of miracles of grace in “Darkest America.”” You 
will want to share in this fruitful ministry. 

REV. HOMER STANLEY MORGAN 
140 Nassau St. Room 805 New York 7, N. Y. 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS, INC. 


Not for Profit 


Feeds, clothes, and trains China's _ 
children. For 32 years.has 
manent Christian rehabilitation. Funda. 
mental, evangelical faith mission. Write 
for your free copy of CHmna . 


New Permanent Address 
3939: N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, il. 





South America Indian Mission 


1404 Forsythe Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 
Mailing address, P. O. Box 147 
THE MISSION TO INDIANS 


Write for free copy of Amazon Valley Indian, 
containing accounts of God’s dealings with semi- 
civilized and savage RED MEN. 


LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATION, Inc. 


The ONLY mission reaching 5 million Lithuanians 

in Europe and the Americas by resident mission- 

aries, radio, printed page. and relief. Thoroughly 

orthodox tablished in 1928 as an interdenom- 

inational faith work. Write for the Bible Witness 
ee 


P. 0. Box 488-D Chicago 90, Tlinois 


WESTERN CANADA MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 
158 Aikins Street, Winnipeg, Canada 
Affiliated with the American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 
Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, President 
Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Honorary President 
Mr. C. Gordon Smith, Vice-President 
Trustworthy - Reaching Jews for Christ... Sound 





INDEPENDENT BOARD 
for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
“Truly Biblical Missions” 
In Twelve Countries 
Operated 
By Faith For the Faith 


151 Maplewood Ave. 


In Faith 
Phila. 44, Pa. 


MONTANA GOSPEL CRUSADE 


“Holding forth the Word of Life in the Rocky 
Mountain region’ 
DAILY BIBLE BROADCAST 
FREE BIBLE COURSES 
“Wave-Lengths” and Bible 
Address Radio Pastor, 
Billings, Montana 


Write for monthly * 
study, “Egypt to Canaan.” 


Walter J. Feely Box 1616 


CHINA INLAND MISSION 
237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa, 
To keep in touch with the Lord’s work-.in China 
subscribe to 7 
CHINA’S MILLIONS 
Official organ of the Mission 
$1 per year; sample copy free 





_ American Committee for the 
Evangelization of the Greeks 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 


We carry the Gospel to Greeks in their home- 
land, in America and throughout the world— 
throu a poe distribution, our monthly maga- 
zine, Gospel messa es published regularly in Greek 
newspapers, and t rough the witness and relief 
ministry of our missionaries. 

Write for free quarterly, Greek Harvest Gleanings 


MID-MISSIONS 
A World-Wide Independent Baptist Mission 
1120 Chester Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohio 
63 FIELDS 14 COUNTRIES 284 MISSIONARIES 


Workers in Africa, South America, China, India, 
Europe, Islands, Alaska, and the Home Fields. 


Literature sent free upon request. 








Women’s Christian Medical College 
LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Training young Indian women to become 
doctors, nurses, dispensers, mid-wives 


In a changing India we need prayerful support for 
this sound, evangelical college and hospital, now 
facing a real crisis. Also support for our doctor 
missionary. Send your gifts to: 


Miss Lucy Powel R.D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 


The Tennessee Mountain Mission, Inc. 
(Rev. A. J. Levengood, Supt.) 
Bringing the Gospel to thi di. ivileged 
(white a colored) by H Home isitation, 
Bible Clubs, Scripture Memory . work. 
488 in camps this year. 19 full-time workers. 
Pray for us. 


Address: Box 45 Shaten, tan, 





Unevangelized Fields Mission, Inc. 
Belgian Congo North Brazil Haiti, W.I. 
Australian Papua 
130 Missionaries 200 National Workers 
Preaching the Gospel - 230 Indigenous Churches 
Teaching the Word . Bible Institutes and Day 

00) 
Healing the Sick - Hospitals and Dispensaries 
Rev. E. J. Pudney, Gen. Sec., 1150 N. 63rd St., Phila. 31. 





POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
National Headquarters 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y, 
as of 
iolary of evangelism and 


1 scale Scripture , 
craves and gis of Christion Riagde. eed tensions 
Ulustrated Quarterly with news of work in United 


States, China, and Japan. 
































Home and Foreign Missions 





BEST SELLER PUBLICITY 


189 W. Madison Street Chicago 2, Il. 


Now sending the Word of God through B.S.P. 
posters to 200 American cities and into 37 foreign 
countries. Urgent requests reveal desperate hun- 
ger of multitudes for the Word. Posters designed 
by famous Christian artists. You can help send 
these Bible- [oer = to = now while the doors 
are open. rite us toda 


( Advertisements) 
International Christian Leprosy 
Mission, Inc. 

India China The Philippines 


Reaching those afflicted with leprosy with the 
Gospel and physical hesling. 
Rn Interdenominational Faith Mission 
U.S. A.—P. O. Box 8164, ys Oregon 
CANADA — Fairview Bra Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, Sixth and Sramilien “Vancouver, B. C. 





THE GIDEONS, INTERNATIONAL 





“A Christian Busi Men’s A jation” 
Serving as an extended nonsectarian missionary 
arm of the Church since 1899. Our purpose: To 
win men and women for the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
To date 17 million complete Bibles and Testaments 
have been placed in the United States, Canada, and 
in 48 foreign countries. For information write us. 


212 E. Superior Street Chicago 11, Illinois 





BOLIVIAN 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
508 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 
Presenting a Livinc Curist to Needy Souls. 


Enjoying today the greatest response to the Gospel 
in forty-one years of ministry. 





American Prophetic League, Inc. 
(Non-profit Religious Corporation) 
Provides Monthly free to all missionaries; 
Sound Bible courses to hundreds in prison; Bible 
study books and Gospel tracts to needy workers. 

A faith work. 

DR. KEITH L. BROOKS, Pres., REV. BRITTON 
ROSS, Vice Pres., 4747-4755 Townsend Ave., Los 
Angeles 41 (Box BB), Calif. 





Hebrew Christian Alliance of America, Inc. 
‘am: 

Spiritual nurture of Jewish believers 
United testimony to 5,000,000 American Jews 
Training of workers among the Jews 

Help to aged and needy Hebrew Christians 
Hebrew Christian Quarterly free on request 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
520 Melrose Street Chicago 13, Illinois 








CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


India’s 100 million Muslems have a dead, useless 
form of godliness because they deny Christ,” the 
Saviour of sinners. 

SEND THE GOSPEL TO THEM! 
128 South Lombard Avenue, Oak Park, Iilinols 


Evangelical Union of South America 


Founded 1911. Has 157 missionaries in the fol- 
lowing fields: Argentina, Peru. Brazil, Bolivia, Co- 
lombia. A faith work dedicated to evangelizing 
South America. Write for further information to: 
Dept. STD. 


78 W. Hudson Ave., Englewood, N. J. 
135 Isabella St., Toronto, Canada 


European Christian Mission, Ine. 


Winning souls to Qrai in iy omy dark Europe 
forty-six years, Supports foreign — national 
workers. Bible is on the Conti- 
nent. Ministers pare help to pte ot and 
other believers. Help us to go forw 
Rev. G. P. Raud, President 
1101 E. 35th Street, Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 
32 Roxborough Street, E., Toronto 5, Canada 











SLAVIC 
GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


2434 N. Kedzie Bivd., Dept. TB, Chicago 47, Ill. 
Missionaries in many parts of. the world where 
there are Russian a wher Slavic-speaking people. 
Support and relief especially needed in Central 
Europe; also provision for G Ils, Bible Tracts; 
and Polish Russian Bible Schools. Literature free; 
write today. 
PETER DEYNEKA, Genera! Director 





NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 
Dedicated to spreading the Gosfel from our strate- 
gically located headquarters. 


A News Letter and the booklet ““How to Point a 
Jew to Christ” free on request. 


Ruth Angel, General Director 





The Central American Mission 
3611 Congress Avenue Dept. STD Dalles 4, Texes 
Founded by C. I. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 








100 missi ies in ine publics using Spanish and 
Indian languages. Bible institutes taining 
national Christian Me In_ Project: 


radio station in Guatemala. Hospital in Honduras. 
Evangelizing on faith principles 


THE INDIA MISSION 
Room 311 Elyria Block Elyria, Ohio 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teaching, Faith Missi 
Proving GOD'S Faithfulness 

In Hyderabad State and Central Provinces 
Bible Schools Training Native Evangelists 

A fruitful field of the Lord’s provision 

Write for fuller information. 





_ 5 East 48th Street 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
New York 17, N.Y. 
(Established 1809) 

Rev. David J. Fant, Litt.D., General Secretary 
Providing the Scriptures in over siaty legguagns for for 


person throughout New York City, as th 
Leolendiee. Free grants last year: 496,245. 





THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


maintains Missionary and Relief ministry among 
Jews at home and abroad. 


Our band of more than 20 missionaries labors to 
save Israel’s remnant in every part of the world. 
If God leads you to have fellowship with us in this 
sacred cause, send your gifts to 

728-S Witherspoon Building Philedelphie 7, Pe. 





Pacific Garden Mission 

A doorway to Heaven, open every night -since 
1877. Where Billy Sunday and Mel Trotter came to 

hrist — many others. Al so maintains women’s 
department and service-men’s center with all facili- 
ties free — still going full strength. 

Pray for us — work through us. 
Write for copy of “Pacific Garden Mission News,” 
free on request. 
Harry G. Saulnier, Superintendent 

642-650 S. State Street Chicago 5, Ill. 


LATIN AMERICA MISSION, INC. 


Office: 
161 Park St., Ridgefield Park, New Jersey, U.S. A. 


Founded in 1921 by Dr. and Mrs. Harry Strachan, 
¢ Latin America Mission presents Christ by 
means of seminary, hospital, orphanage, radio, 





literary . launch work; promotes evangel- 
istic campaigns and Bible c if ugl 
continent. 


SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


164 West 74th Street 212 St. George Street 

New York 23, N. Y. Toronto 5, Ontario, Can. 

Is responsible Fs 25,000,000 people in the Sudan 
and Ethiop 

YOU may Gow us to bring the lost chase. 

YOU may send someone in you stead 

YOU should pray the Lord of the harvest to send 

orth laborers into HIS harvest 
Let us strive to reach these millions in this generation. 





The Slavic Missionary Society, Inc, 
(Formerly The Russian Missionary Society, Inc.) 
Dr. F. J. Miles, Internations! Secretary 
World-wide ministry among Slavs; Migsionaries; 

hanage in Poland; Relief for Europe; Printing 
Gospels and Tracts; Radio Evangelism. 


Send gifts for this ministry of mercy to 
5537 N. Glenwood Ave., Room 5B Chicago 40, Ill. 
Write for literature 


CHILDREN'S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
CHILDREN NEED GOD’S WORD 


Millions of school children never attend Sunday 
school. Would you like to help us reach them for 
Christ? Write for ““What is the Children’s Bible 
Mission?” 


The Gospel Furthering Fellowship 
INCORPORATED 
Governed by a Consecrated Board af Directors 


An independent mission working in Kenya, Africa. 
For support the mission looks to God to constrain 


por 1g row to give as the needs of work are 


71 Hillside Road, Wayne, P. O., Strafford, Pa. 





THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Pins its inception in 1925, God has used our He- 


Movement as a world-wide witness 
to Israel. hes wipetidve sé coaitne Feats 
persecution has to 20 Funds 
ore urgently nes moos . alleviate — 


J Pelts, 491! 4918 'N. pity Avenue, Dept. STD, 
Chicago 25, Illinois. 7 





AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
@ 325 .N, 13th Steet, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

NOW SPECIAL NEED 


fer cee -9 cat Got Mecrngs” booklets in 
Spanish all over Latin America 
Send post card for sample in English. and prayer 





The Southern 
Messianic Witness to Israel 


(With a million Jews as its field) 


Chattanooga 1, Tenn. P. O. Box 587 
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American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 
WINONA LAKE - INDIANA 


Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, President 
Dr. Wm. Culbertson, Chairman of Advisory Council 


SOUND TRUSTWORTHY EXPANDING 


Write for magazine “Salvation” 


THE MILLION 
TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGN? 


New Testaments presented to Jews and Gentiles to 
lead them to Christ. Over 1,000,000 already distrib- 
uted. Glorious results. You can share in the 
work by your prayers and gifts. Address: 
Million Testaments Campaigns 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


THE MISSION TO ORPHANS 
Box 218 Santa Clare, Cuba 
Reaching Cuba’s Orphans for Christ 
Bringing salvation, Christian training, food, cloth- 
rag to Daw vaene be ine making. For 
further information and news letter, write above, or 
Mrs. Verna Havens, Assistent Secretary 

Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 





THE VOICE OF THE ANDES 
Radio Station HCJB 


Broadcasts more than 1000 Gospel programs a 
month in 12 languages and reaches around the 
world. Dedicated to the salvation of the lost. 


Reaches the Regions Beyond by Radio 
For further information address 


THE VOICE OF THE ANDES 
P. O. Box 390 Flushing, N. Y. 


CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
Faith Work Founded by W. E. Blackstone in 1887 
Staff of more than twenty-five. Branches and 
itinerant visitation ministry to Jews in more than 
forty cities. Specially prepared tracts for your 
Jewish neighbors, free. 96-page book: “Practical 
Aids for Witnessing to Jews,” 50c. Monthly mag- 
azine, “The Jewish Era,” prophetic, missionary, 

devotional, free to donors. 
Milton Lindberg, Supt. Torrey Johnson, Pres. of Bd. 
3916 Roosevelt Road Chicago 24, lilinols 


Bible House of Los Angeles 
927 S. Westmoreland Ave. Los Angeles 6, California 


Has served Latin America for 46 years with Chris- 
tian -literatute. World-wide ministry: Bibles, 
Testaments, books, tracts, greeting cards, etc. 


Catalogs available (English and Spanish) 
“THE WORD FOR THE WORLD” 





MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 
Jews Are Hearing God's Word — 


through 32 stations in largest cities of Country 
reaching potentially 4,000,000 Jews weekly. Hun- 
dreds write in for Prophecy Edition New Testa- 
ment. Write for free copy of magazine MESSAGE 
TO ISRAEL. Your prayerful interest is needed. 


COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, Gen’! P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 
of North America 


Missionaries in: Africa, China, India, Pakistan, 
Tibetan Frontier, Japan, Mongolia, Portugal, South 
America, and Southern Rhodesia. 

Write for information. Pray for the work. Sub- 
scribe to THE MisstONARY BROADCASTER. 


2839 W. McLean Ave. Chicago 47, Til. 


Southern Highland Evangel 


“FACING THE CHALLENGE” 


is the title of an illustrated folder mailed on request. 
A work established in 1930 that offers opportuni- 
ties for investing life and means for Christ in four 
Appalachian mountain states. 

Kentucky 


Biggs, Pike County 





The American Mission 


for Opening Closed Churches, Inc. 
Northville, New York 


Interdenominational faith work established to re- 
open closed churches and carry the Gospel to neg- 
lected rural communities. 14 missionaries serving 
full time. We covet your prayers and gifts to carry 
on this urgent ministry. rite for literature. 


Rev. Lyte C. ANDERSON, President 


HIAWATHA LAND 
Independent Baptist Missions, Inc. 


The Challenge is Great The Time is Short 
Sinners are dying unsaved 
Our Lord will soon return 
We evangelize the lost; blish Sunday schools; 
organize churches. 
Rev. Arthur A. Glen, Director 
1910 First Avenue South, Escanaba, Michigan. 





FAITH MISSION, INC. 
On-the-Gulf 

Crystal Beach, Pinellas County 
Missionary rest home and cott for missi 
aries and families on furlough. Bible conferences 
held during January, February, and March. Chil- 
dren’s Bible Clubs and summer camps for rural 
and underprivileged children. 

Write for information and literature 


Florida 








AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS 


Auxiliary to all Protestant Churches 


Makes possible a spiritual and physical ministry 
to leptosy patients in 127 stations in 27 countries. 
Saves men, women, and especially children, in body 
and soul. Send gifts to: 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 


(A California Corporation) 
4417 Berenice Avenue Los Angeles 31, Calif. 
Founded by David L. Cooper, Ph.D. 


Objective: Evangelization of Israel in this genera- 
tion. Now in 19th year of service. Has distributed 
FREE to date to world-Jewry over 3,000,000 books 
and booklets. Write for a FREE copy of Dr. 
Cooper’s bulletin, “World-wide Work.” 


JAPAN GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP 


3121 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 33, Pa. 
“From the rising of the sun unto the going down 
of the same the LORD’S name is to be praised.” 

Psalm 113:3 


JAPAN JOURNAL 
Official organ of the J.G.F. Sent on request 





FRENCH BIBLE MISSION 


A company of Bible-believing French Baptist 
churches carrying the message of salvation to 
French speaking people in France, Belgium, and 
Switzerland. Your prayer support is needed. 


For information write I. A. Iversen, Treasurer, 
ii 1 French Bible Mission, 175 
Fifth Avenue, Room 1814, New York 10, N. Y. 


“The Gospel to the Man Farthest Back’ 
is the ministry of the 


Northwest Mountain Mission, Inc. 


representing one of America’s greatest home mis- 
sion fields, in the vast mountain-désert areas of 
Idaho and adjoining states. You may have a part 
in this independent faith mission. Ask for the 


TRAIL BLAZER. 
Box 421 Boise, idaho 





The American Home Bible League 
We furnish Bibles free to churches who conduct 
house to house canvasses. Write us for details. 


The American Home Bible League 
11046 Wentworth Ave. Chicago 28, Illinois 


Rev. Spencer De Jong, National Director 





The American Rural Mission, Inc. 
REV. E. M. BACKIE, Founder 
Box 21, St. Paul 2, Minnesota 


A HEART for the Lost; A PLAN to win them. 
OUR PURPOSE: starting Sunday schools where 
there are none—supporting spiritual workers in 
these fields—distributing Bible portions and tracts. 


A FAITH work in the GREAT NORTHWEST 








Support a Native Evangelist 
Native Preacher Company, Inc. 


teen fy from ty, BBD eee 

hill eiieioabe: = 
C. E. GREMMELS, President 

1775 Broadway, New York City 19 


Trained native evangelists may be s 





THE PRAYER LEAGUE, Inc. 
266 + 20th Street Brooklyn 15, N. Y. 

Undenominational — evangelical — faith work 
maintaining a real witness to Roman Catholics, 
and aiding converted Romanists. 

Official organ—POWER LINE—$1 a year. 
Rev. J. H. Musto, President 
Rev. H. L. Barger, Jr., Secretary 
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WANTED—Organist ‘s for lanes qnaech in N. ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
1 . : 
ence and reference. No directing. Commencing io right hand of Gad the Father Almighty; 


ary. Write Adv. No. 669, Sur School Times, 325 from thence He shall come to judge the 
ee quick ‘and the dead.” While this is a 
man-made: statement, it has been-com- 
piled from and can be abundantly sup- 
ported by the Scriptures. 
ye 
Obviously, in one short meeting, it 
Each only $1.50. At your dealer. will be impossible to cover all that is 
Complete catalog of Sunday School contained in this very condensed state- 
NC. 1esourm wasass, ery 1s ment, but there are some things that 
WM. ri DIETZ, INC. *cmcaco should be especially emphasized. One 
is that Jesus Christ is the Son of God 
in.a unique sense. He is the “only” Son, 
A NEW EDITION OF “begotten, not made” (John 1:14; 1 John 
4 > _ 4:9). Men, as created beings, become 
A Chemist and His Bible “sons” of God by adoption, through faith 
By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. in the Lord Jesus (Eph. 1:5; John 1:12), 
A masterful booklet of apologetics on but. He, alone, is the “begotten Son,” co- 
the truth and wonders of ie Bible by a equal with the Father, having existed 
man who for many years was the Direc- with Him from the beginning. 
tor of Research of one of the world’s ve 


largest industrial corporations. :, : - - : 

Now in its third edition, bringingit up to The Lord Jesus is our Lord.” He is 
date in view of later discoveries in the field worshiped as God, and glorified as God 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. (Heb. 1:6; Phil. 2:10, 11; 2 Pet. 3:18; 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid John 5:23; 17:5). 


As truly God, He has divine attributes. 
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Mea STEWARDSHIP 


Gem Bank Beary. for 
collecting Birthda 

and special offerings. Plastic base 
and top; locked with bolt and nut. 


















The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








He is eternal (John 8:35, 56-58: John 1: 





1; Heb. 1:8; 13:8; Col. 1:7: Isa, 9:6). He 




























is omnipresent (Matt. 18:20; 28:20; Eph. 
1:23: Col. 1:27). He is omnipotent 
(Matt. 28:18; Heb. 1:3; John 5:21-23; 
6:19; Eph. 1:20-23; Rom, 1:4). He is 
omniscient (Col, 2:3: John 2:24, 25; 1 
Cor. 1:24, 30; 6:64; 16:30; 21:17). He is 
unchangeable (Heb, 13:8; 1:12). 


ye 


But, although truly God, He laid aside 
(Phil. 2:6, 7) many of His divine at- 
tributes in order to become truly man, 
and was born of a virgin and thus be- 
came God manifest in the flesh (John 
1:14; 1 Tim. 3:16; Phil, 2:5-8; Rom, 8:3). 

pe 

In human form, He lived among men, 
making known to them in this way what 
God the Father is like (John 14:9, 10; 
1:18). 
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The Lord Jesus not only came to tell 
us about the Father and show us what 
He is like, He also came to die for the 
sin of the world (1 John 4:14; Matt. 20: 
28; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6; Rom. 5:6; 1 Cor. 15:3; 
1 Thess. 5:10). 
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Having died for the sins of the world, 
the Lord Jesus rose again from the 


cended to the Father, where He ever 
lives to make intercession for us (Heb. 
7:25), until God’s time comes for Him 


All-Bible Nursery Course 














to return to this earth, first to receive 
all believers (1 Thess, 4:16, 17), then, as 
King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 
19), to set up His millennial Kingdom 
here. upon the earth, and later to be 
God’s righteous judge before whom all 





1 
i 
1 
! 
' | 
' ! 
' ! 
1 ] 
‘ * Tells you altabout-thefamovs |! grave on the third day, and later as- 
! i 
; No obligation to you ° 
' 1 
' i 
. 
: : 





Dept. SSN-128 434 S. Wabash, Chicago 5, Ill. 


. 


December 31, 1949 


the wicked, dead and living, must stang 
(John 5:22; 2 Tim. 4:1). 
x 
But, meanwhile, it is our privilege to 
know the Lord Jesus as our personal 
Saviour and as the Lord of our lives 
and to have His resurrection power 
made experimentally real in us as we 
fellowship with Him in prayer and 
through the reading of the Scriptures 
and through the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, 
with whom our topic for next week js 
concerned. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Dick's Experiment 
(Continued from page 1171) 


we owe the Lord a portion of what we 
earn.” 

Dick’s father was thoughtful, as he 
spoke. “That's what our minister has 
so often told us, It is true, our boy may 
have the right idea.” 

Dick broke into the conversation. 
“Next year,” he said, “when I plant all 
these seed potatoes I grew this year, 
there will be a whole lot bigger crop. 
Some I'll sell for my missionary money, 
and there will be a lot more to plant, 
then the next year —” 

His father stopped him. “Hold on, 
hold on, young man! You'll be taking 
over the whole farm, at this rate!” 

Dick looked disappointed. 

“Never mind, Son,” his father went 
on; “there’s no reason why we can’t do 
something such as your mother sug- 
gested. Next year, why can’t we set 
aside a piece of land for the Lord? All 
we harvest from that garden plot we 
will give to the Lord’s work. Then we 
can have something for the work here, 
and also for missionary work in far- 
away countries.” 

“Oh, that will be fine,” said Dick, 
happily. “But can’t I still have the 
ground you gave me this year, for my 
potatoes? I want to do something on 
my very own.” 

“Yes,” his father agreed. “Your ex- 
periment proved so successful I think 
you deserve to try it again next year.” 

Dick’s mother looked very happy and 
satisfied. “This is one way,” she said, 
“we can share our food with the hun- 
gry. Especially, we can help the mis- 
sionaries to bring Jesus, the Bread of 
Life, to many who need Him. Thank 
you, Dick, for showing us how.” 

Do you wonder that Dick was whis- 
tling as he went with his father to help 
with the evening chores? 


New WILMINcTON, Pa. 
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Not only must missionaries suffer in 
going forth, but the church must go for- 
ward in self-denial to the point of suf- 
fering—Hudson Taylor. 
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The Last Years of a 
Jew-Hater's Lite 
(Continued from second page) 


ner, as well as 8 American, British, 
French and Russian reporters. 

The condemned had to moun% 13 steps 
to their doom. The order of their death 
and their final words: a. 

Julius Streicher, Jew-Baiter: As he 
mounted the scaffcld, he shouted, “Heil 
Hitler!” Then “Purim Fest, 1946!” 
(Purim is a Jewish holiday.) And 
finally, “The Bolsheviks will hang you 
one day.” As the black hood covered 
his head, he said: “Adele, my dear 
wife."—October 16, 1946. 


Wives. Warrants are issued in Munich 
for the widows of Al’red Jod] and Julius 
Streicher.—June 2, 1947. 


Trials. The late Julius Streicher’s prop- 
erty was ordered confiscated by a de- 
nazification court in Nuremberg Sept. 
7. His farm near Nuremberg is now a 
Jewish DP camp.—Week of September 
5-11, 1948, 

The Word of God, which Streicher and 
the other Nazi leaders despised, has 
stood through the centuries, and they 
have fallen under the curse spoken 
nearly 4,000 years ago. The gallows at 
Nuremberg should be a terrible object 
lesson to all the world. 

“Some men’s sins are open beforehand, 
going before to judgment; and some men 
they follow after” (1 Tim. 5:24). “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 


we 


A. Modern False Christ 


(Continued from second page) 


are the ‘144,000 elect.’” “These, accord- 
ing to Venta, are those mentioned in 
the seventh chapter of the Book of Rev- 
elations” (sic). The group had just re- 
turned from a 21,000-mile trip by air 
in Europe, of which the writer says, 
“Not exempt from financial problems, 
the leader stated that their present trip 
has set them back $3,000.” 

Venta makes several predictions con- 
cerning Russia and the United States, 
not worth mentioning. But his worst 
Claim is that “this same body and spirit 
walked the world 1.900 years and was 
known as Jesus Christ. I am the same.” 
This is blasphemous and recalls the 
words of the Lord Jesus in the Olivet 
discourse: 

“Then if any man shall say unto you, 
Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it 
not. For there shall arise false Christs, 
and false prophets, and shall shew great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it 
were possible. they shall deceive the 
very elect. Behold, I have told you be- 
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Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 


One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 


Attractive gray paper book, 75 cents, 
postpaid. 
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325 North 13th Street 
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you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not 
forth: behold, he is in the secret cham- 
bers; believe it not” (Matt. 24: 23-26). 
There will be no mistake about the 
coming of the Lord Jesus to earth, “for 
as the lightning cometh out of the east, 
and shineth even unto the west; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be 
. and then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of man in heaven: and then 
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory” (vs, 27, 30). 


ye 
With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Larger Than the Cloud. By Charlotte 
Kruger. (Zondervan Pub, House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $2.) Many and varied 
are the interesting characters that flit 
through the pages of this charming story 
—the popular young minister, Arvid 
Timothy Blake, who had somehow lost 
his vision of the Christ of the cross; 
the godly old Scotch couple in his church 
who loved him and prayed for him. 
Then there was beautiful but crippled 
Mura Scott, who in her affliction had 
learned that “the blue heaven is larger 
than the cloud.” But the real heroine 
is Sheila Conway, the very attractive 
and capable young trained nurse who 
refused to marry Timothy Blake because 
he had repudiated the old-fashioned 
Gospel. The war came, and Sheila en- 
listed as an army nurse. Here she had 
precious opportunities to witness for her 
Lord. There are blue skies as well as 
clouds in the quick action and fast- 
moving scenes, but through it all God’s 
purposes are being worked out, Through 
earing for a lonely, old hermit on the 
mountainside, Timothy again finds his God 
and his message, and Sheila finds Tim. 


Pilgrim’s Progress. Simplified Edition 
by Dorothy Fay Foster. (Standard Pub. 
Co., Cincinnati 10; paper, 75 cents; board, 
$1.25.) Miss Foster has condensed and 
retold in present-day English many of 
the outstanding episodes of John Bun- 
yan’s Christian classic. The simplified 
story is told in thirty pages, profusely 
illustrated with black and white and 
four-color wash drawings. One of the 
unique features of this attractive edition 
is the two-page colored map of Chris- 
tian’s journey, showing the City of De- 


struction, the Interpreter’s House, Van- 


ity Fair, Doubting Castle, the Delectable 


Mountains, and other well-known stop- 
ping places. 
up into short sections with subheadings. 
Children can understand 


The narrative is broken 


it and will 
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more readily read this than the longer 
editions. Here is an attractively printeg 
condensation of Bunyan’s great allegory 
which parents would do well to give to 
their children, and Sunday school teach. 
ers may use as rewards for good work. 


8 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
January 9 to 15 

Mon.—Acts 2:42-47. Fruits of Fellowship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They continued 
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine ang 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers.” Christian fellowship, after 
the Pentecostal pattern, under like cir. 
cumstances, will produce the same ef- 
fects today. Continuance in holy doc. 
trines, breaking of bread, and in prayers 
indicate observance of the law of spir- 
itual cause and effect. Observance of 
this law of blessing by righteous people 
always will produce the effects men- 
tioned in verses 44 to 47. Pray for mis- 
sionaries in Africa now facing the rise 
of Communism and Mohammedanism. 





Tues.—Acts 3:1-10. A Miracle of Mercy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They were filled 
with wonder and amazement at that 
which had happened unto him.” The 
miracle of the healing of the lame man 
at the Temple gate called “Beautiful” 
was a mercy to multitudes as well as to 
“the man ... on whom this miracle of 
healing was shewed.” It introduced a 
revival which swept about 5,000 men 
into the Kingdom of God. God’s mercies 
are all manifold and filled with numer- 
ous blessings. We are in the way to ob- 
tain astounding mercies if we go over 
the same pathway of righteousness trav- 
ersed by the apostles. Let us follow 
them as they followed Christ, and spir- 
itual results will again appear. Pray 
for more Peter-like and John-like de- 
votion to Christ. 
Wed.—Acts 3:11-21. 
Through the Living Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And his name 
through faith in his name hath made 
this man strong, whom ye see and know: 
yea, the faith which is by him hath 
given him this perfect soundness in the 
presence of you all.” The risen, glorified 
Heaven-seated Saviour’s power aston- 
ished the multitudes. If our faith were 
but more simple, and we were more con- 
secrated to God’s service, the power of 
Christ’s resurrection would be more in 
evidence. The need is for men of God, 
so the world might know the saving 
power of the living Christ. Pray for 
your minister. 
Thurs.—Acts 4:5-12. 
Evidence of the Living Christ 
PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “By the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye.cru- 











Cc 


— ob et rae elu le COU a a ee oe ee ee ee en ee ee a | rit 










nger 
inted 
ory 
ve to 
ach. 
rk, 


EE 


jued 
and 
and 
fter 
cir- 

ef- 
loc. 
ers 
pir- 

of 
ple 
en- 
vris- 


aT 
b- 







Ti 












"Lesson for January 15 


The Sanday School Times 


President and Editor 
Puitie E. Howarp, JR. 
Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Secretary and Treasurer 
*D. T. Richman 
Associate Editor 
JOHN W. LANE, JR, 
Correspondence Editor: Emity D. SmitTH 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FRee, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest GorDOoN, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Bloom 








Former President 
Puitip E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H,. Cray TrRuMBULL, 1875-1903 
CuarRLEs G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 


Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$2.50 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2.50 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $10. 

$2.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.00 each, per year. 

Canada: add 25 cents per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents per year, for 
postage. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 











cified, whom God raised from the dead, 
even by him doth this man stand here 
before you whole.” Spurgeon calls this 
manifestation of Christ’s power, “The 
golden muzzle,” for, “beholding the man 
which was healed standing with them, 
they could say nothing against it” (v. 
14). We need to see more critical mouths 
shut in these days; but the question is, 
Who will be God’s men for this needful 
business? Pray for a new company of 
effective witnesses for our Lord. 


Fri—Acts 4:13-20. “We Cannot But Speak.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We cannot but 


. speak the things which we have seen 


and heard.” Men of great Christian ex- 
perience are the best witnesses for 
Christ. What they experience of Christ 
coupled with what we know of Christ 
mentally and spiritually enables the 
Spirit of God to honor their testimony. 
Let all who know the Lord speak up for 
the Lord. Pray for boldness in witness 
for Christ, 


Sat.—Acts 5:25-29, 40-42. 
Fellowship in Suffering. 
PRAYER SuGcesTIONS: “Rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer 
Shame for his name.” You will experi- 
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ence unutterable joy by tasting a drop 


of Christ’s bittar cup. Nothing can com- 
pare with fellowshiping with the ill- 
used Saviour. Have you felt a little of 
the sting of hatred of Christ? Has your 
tongue tasted a little of the wormwood 
and gall given to the Lamb of God? 
Pray that you may never blush to speak 
His name defending His cause, 
Sun.—Acts 5:17, 18, 25-32. 
Obeying God, Regardless. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We ought to 
obey God rather than men.” He is most 
upright who counts not the cost of do- 
ing the will of God. When, like Bun- 
yan’s character, we can say, “Put my 
name down, Sir,” it means fighting the 
good fight of faith, and giving proof that 
we are of the right spirit and governed 
by holy intentions. Have you courage 
to say to Christ, “I'll bear the toil, en- 
dure the pain, supported by. Thy Word”? 
Pray for grace to obey the Lord in all 
your labors for Him, 
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